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State df |l|0k |sW anir JPro&ihm jpiantations^ 

Secretary's Office, Providence; 
November 12, 1858. 

To the HomrdbU General Assembly : 

Gentlemen, In accordance with the requirements of section 
second of the law relating to registration of births, marriages, 
and deaths, the annual report on this subject, for the year 1857, 
has been prepared and printed. The section provides that this 
report shall be made, " with such assistance as shall be rendered 
by any authorized committee of the Rhode Island Medical 
Society." A committee for this purpose has been annually 
appointed, its chairman being Dr. Joseph Mauran, the early 
advocate of a registration law, to whose untiring efforts is due 
much of the credit of its enactment and successful operation. 
The immediate care of preparing the report was confided, with 
the approbation of this committee, to Charles W. Parsons, 
M. D., of Providence. The tables were made up by experienced 
assistants, under his direction ; and the remarks on the subject 
were written by him. 

Respectfully submitted, by 

JOHNE. BARTLETT, 

Secretary of State. 
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Arranged ht/ montiu, sex, and divisiont of the Stale ; the hirthi of colored 
children being alto exhibited eeparaUly. 







i 


nmsiom of lu 


„.„ 




«^^.^^. 




i 






If 


i 


s 


i 


^ 






t 


S 


MONTHH. 


SBX. 


i 


i. 


g 




i 


■i 


S 


^ 




^2 


^ 


i 






■? 


s 


^ 


i 


Ff 


1 


: 


1 ^ 


.■^ 


k 


?* 


1 








s 


^ 


t3 


.^J 


t 


1^ 


^ 


^ 


a 


Jan. 


Milk, 


lfi.S 


13 




ISJ 34 


7« 


1( 






.. 




1 






Female, 


17^ 


A 


17 


34i 36 


KC 


7 




2 












Unknown, 


] 








1 






1 ■- 














Total, 


.1+2 


17 


21. 


fit 


71 


161: 


ii 




2 






1 




Feb. 


Male, 


m 


11 




•21. 


35 


7ft 


d 




1 












Feinnle, 


111 


fi 




'h. 


27 


4fl 


r 




1 


ii 




V 






Total, 


WF 


17 




A-? 


(>2 


V?X 


Vf 




2 


2 




9 




March. 


Male, 


m. 


\A 




2a 


4;: 


8;- 


i: 










f 






Female, 


m. 


1] 




ah 


.11 


77 


l< 






1 




2 






Total, 


m 


'2.'> 




4^ 


lA 


1(if. 


2 






1 




.1 




April. 


Mole, 


15a 


I 




u 


4i 


(ib 


7 




1 






1 






Female, 


n;; 


> 




f.i 


;ii 


fi-l 


> 




1 






1 






Unknown, 


1 








] 




















Total, 


.Hlf. 


n 




4^ 


T.-i 


131 


Ift 




y 






2 




May. 


Male, 


I7( 


'J 




ai 


47 


7.' 


i; 






1 




*2 






Female, 


l(!^ 


li- 




a.i 


32 


1> 


1 






1 




« 






Total, 


MA 


st 




4( 


7V 


14t) 


2-2 






2 




4 




June. 


Male, 


ri-i 


i.'i 




a-^ 


.HJ 


fft 


ft 






1 




.n 






Female, 


17^ 


> 




ai 


47 


71 


11 










« 






Unknown, 


> 








? 




















Total, 


M\ 


Ki- 




+;- 


H.^ 


Ifti 


l( 






i 








July. 


Male, 


161 


ll 




u 


4.') 


(ih 


1( 
















Female, 


17a 


1* 




at. 


4^ 


7( 


7 
















Unknown, 


ft 








S 




















Total, 


Mi^ 


a< 




4-J 


i»- 


i;i(> 


17 








1 






Aug. 


Male, 


IHl 


7 




!i: 


6(> 


7(: 


1^ 








2 








li'eraale, 


Ifl^ 


^ 




27 


3fi 


(it- 


■- 




1 


1 


1 




1 




Unknown, 


1 








1 




















Total, 


H.-i-f 


i.-i 




.% 


!t:^ 


KW 


•21 




1 


1 


t 2 


1 


Sept 


Male, 


lft'2 


12 




27 


4(1 


4!* 


12 










1 






Female, 


Nil. 


l( 




2(, 


3)^ 


flfl 


i 


2 










1 




Unknown, 


i. 








;i 




















Total, 


fil.i 


'M 




■1'/ 


«! 


lift 


'?.{ 


2 








1 


1 


Oct. 


Male, 


IHt- 


U 




2'1 


311 


7ti 


M 


1 














Female, 


h;;i 


11 




;-i(i 


m 


m 


12 


1 








'2 






lUn known, 


a 








■2 






.. 














Total, 


aiii 


as 


a5 


54 


V'J 


laa 


30 


1 2 








2 





1857.] 



Table II. BIRTHS. 1857. Continded. 





SEX. 


1 
i 


.™,.. .,,„„„.. 


otLBva, cgnLDUi. 


MOOTHS 


1 


1 


Ijit ' 
liii ' 


1 


1 


f 
1 


f 

1 

1 


II 


j 

1 


8 

1 


Hot. 
Dec. 

Aggre- 
giue, 


M.le, 

Femile, 

Tola], 

Stale, 

Female, 

Unknown, 

Tolal, 

Male, 
Female, 
Unknown, 
rotol. 


168 
1S3 
321 
IG9 
159 

333 

20.17 
1948 

402G 


9 
9 
18 
9 
9 

is 

130 
105 

235 


1.1 
11 
26 
13 
18 

31 

174 
188 

362 


23 

S 
24 
21 

45 

ITr 

572 


41 

37 
78 
32 
34 
5 
71 

488 
435 

944 


67 
68 
135 
78 
72 

150 

872 
816 

1688 


1 
It 

13-2 
225 


4 
5 

9 


2 
8 

io 


3 
3 
1 

4 

5 

3 

12 

is 


:: 

5 

1 

*0 


3 
3 

17 
H 

ii 


1 
1 

1 

2 
3 



PAHIKTAaE 


1 


1 


f 

s 


i 

! 


if 
II 


t 

1 


■ i 


American 


1,974 
1,783 

120 

107 

' 42 


155 
67 

6 

7 


223 

US 

10 


367 
155 

27 
23 


386 
485 

26 

20 

27 


650 
937 
51 
50 








American &ther> 
Sc fof eign mother { ' 
Foreign father & ( 
American molherj" " 


2 
4 






Totak . 


4,026 

3,952 

74 


235 

226 

9 


3G2 

.362 
111 


572 

557 
15 


944 

938 
6 


1,688 

1,657 
31 




COLOE. 

White 













FIFTH REGISTBATION REPORT. 



[1857 



Tabib m. PLURALITY BIRTHS. 1857. 
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Table X. OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH. 1857. 
Aget under twmty yeart, and caset of untpecijied age, being omitted. 
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47.84 


Mason 


55.09 
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AO^*,.™. 
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1 


1 




coo„™. 


SI 
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S 




1 


1 

s 
S 


1 






■2 
2 

1 
2 

2 


5 2 


i 

i 
i 

2 

i 




1 

2 
2 

■■ 






3 

18 
1 
13 

1 
7 

? 

5 
6 
3 

10 


160 
89G 

84 
527 

51 
316 






3 








Operative . . 

" in India rubber works 


4 
2 




3 


40.54 
51.00 










1 












1 




2 

1 
1 








258 
338 
147 
52 
40 


51.60 














1 
















1 








2 

1 

1 






1 
3 
2 










292 48.G7 


" female 


31 

163 
70 

443 
23 
27 

162 
4? 


31.00 




3 


32.60 




70.00 




2 

1 

1 
1 


2 


s 

'i 

3 




1 


44.30 


■Washerwoman 


23.00 




27.00 




54.00 


" female 


42.00 


"Wool-sorter 






47 


47.00 
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Supplement to Table XI. 



The foregoing table includes every occupation in which as many as three 
deaths, from assigned causes, were reported. The following supplement 
comprises the remaining occupations ; in each of which there occurred but 
one or two deaths, whose causes were specified. In the table and supple- 
ment, the cause of death, in connection with the occupation, is given in 437 
cases, or 89 more than in the last report. 



Actor, Consumption, 

Baker, Neuralgia, 

Bleacher, Consumption^ Insanity, 

Block Maker, Consumption, 

Book-Binder, Old Age. 

Broker, Paralysis of Lungs, 

Butcher, Consumption, (tivo cases,) 

Cigar-maker, Typhoid Fever. 

Color-mixer, Enteritis, 

Cooper, Dropsy f Heart-disease^ 

Die-sinker, Consumption, 

Engineer, Boiler Explosion, 

Gentleman, Diarrhoea^ Old Age, 

Gun-smith, Drowned. 

Harness-maker. Consumption, 

Hotel keeper. Consumption^ Disease of Spine, 

Jailer, Pleurisy. 

Lawyer, Brain, Disease of. 



Leather-dresser, Heart-disease, 

Moulder, Pneumonia, 

Operative in india-rubber works, Typhoid 

Fever, 
Physician, Heart-disease, 

Paralysis. 
Physician, female. Cancer, 
Police-officer, -ApopZca^. 
Sail-maker, Brain, Disease of, 

Senile Gangrene, 
Stage-driver, Dropsy. 
Stove-mounter, Consumption, 
Tailor, merchant. Kidneys, Disease of. 
Teacher, female. Consumption, {tux) cases. ) 
Tinman, Dyspepsia. 
Washerwoman, Fever, Puerperal, 
Watchman, Drowned. 
Weaver, female, Consumption. 
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Table XIIL Bibths, Dkathb, and Marriages, for FIVE TEAKS. 

From Jannary Ist, 1853, to December 31st, 1357. 

Arranged by mtnUht, ux, and countiei ; teith the peremtagvi for each tnonik, 
the moMht being reduced to periodt of equal length. 



January. . . . 
February .... 
Warcb 

May 

jH":;;;.::;; 

AuguBt 

September . . . 

October 

MoTember. . . 
December. . . . 
Unknown .... 

Total.. 

DEATHS. 

January 

February 

March 

May 

July..." 

August 

September. . , 

October 

November . . , 
December. . . . 
Unknown. . . . 

Total. . 



1,107 
1,165 
1,132 
1,163 
1,223 
1,146 
1,180 
1,162 
1,137 
15 



8.34 
8.53 
8.17 
8.32 
8.35 
8.31 
8.72 
8.46 
8.42 
8.57 
8.12 



8.05 



350 



7.11 

6.92 

6.60 

8.62| 418 
12.30 566 
10.791 476 

8.90 

8.11 



7.56 



330 



9.181 100.00]4486 4639 56 681583 993 6671253 
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Table Xin. Continued. 



MARRIAGES. 



January. . 
February . 
March. . . . 
April. . . . , 

May 

June 

July 

August . . . 
September 
October. . . 
November . 
December . 
Unknown . 

Total . . 



1^ 








<X>irNTIE8. 




Bristol. 


Kent. 


Newport. 


Provi- 


is 


l&r 








dence. 


552 


8.70 


30 


44 


62^ 


382 


444 


7.66 


18 


31 


62 


297 


345 


5.43 


19 


41 


46 


209 


482 


7.85 


6 


40 


61 


358 


571 


9.00 


26 


36 


69 


408 


501 


8.15 


21 


34 


46 


371 


479 


7.54 


15 


38 


35 


364 


451 


7.09 


15 


41 


62 


308 


591 


9.63 


21 


49 


75 


402 


660 


10.40 


42 


44 


88 


442 


671 


10.91 


31 


49 


76 


465 


486 


7.64 


34 


37 


55 


325 


20 


« • • . 


« . 


4 


• • 


14 


6,253 


100.00 


278 


488 


737 


4,345 



Washing- 
ton. 



34 
36 
30 
17 
32 
29 
27 
25 
44 
44 
50 
35 
2 



405 



Table XIV. PLURALITY BIRTHS, 

For five years and seven months ; From June 1st, 1852, to December 

31st, 1857. 





Number 
of cases. 


SXZ OF OUILDRXN. 


COnNTUS. 


MONTHS. 


Male. 


Female. 

10 

8 

13 

14 

16 

14 

6 

16 

15 

15 

15 

6 


Unkn. 

2 

2 

. . 

4 


Bristol. 


Kent. 


Newport. 


Provi- 
dence. 


Washing- 
ton. 


January. . 
February. 
March. . . 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August . . . 
September 
October. . 
November. 
December . 


11 

8 
19 
14 
15 
16 

i2- 

14 

15 

15 

6 


12 
8 
25 
14 
14 
16 
12 
16 
13 
17 
13 
6 


2 

• • 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
6 
2 
3 

• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 

2 
2 
2 
4 
2 
2 

• • 

• • 

• • 


4 
4 
8 

• • 

4 
4 

• • 

2 

• • 

2 
2 

4 


14 
12 
28 
22 
20 
24 
12 
16 
24 
23 
26 
8 


2 

• • 

• • 

2 
2 

• • 

• • 

6 

• • 

4 
2 

• • 


Total. . 


158 


166 


148 


23 14 


34 


229 


18 



Parentage, in eighty cases, American; in sixty-five, foreign; in four, mixed; and in 
nine, unknown. 

Two cases of triplets, one in Bristol county, in October, 1856; and one in Providence city, 
in October, 1857. Parents in the first case, American; in the second case, Irish. 

To learn the exact number of plurality births, in the past five years, deduct fh>m the 
above table those which occurred between June 1st and December 31st, 1852; viz: two cases 
in August, (one male and three female children,) one case in October, (two male*children,) 
and one in November, (one child of each sex.) 
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TiBiE XV. AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED. 
1854 to 1857, inclusive. 





1^0, w™„. 


^ 


AQES OF MEN. 


1 


s 
s 


2 


B 
S 


s 
3 


s 

3 


S 

2 


■s 


S 




^ 


1! 


Under 20 


151 

819 
254 
60 
22 
7 

i 

1 
1 
1 

4 


42 

970 
711 

200 
80 
17 
9 

2 
2 

1 
1 

5 


4 

146 

359 

179 

84 

28 

14 

5 

3 

3 


24 
68 
67 
61 
35 
20 
9 
1 

' 


.. 

6 
13 
22 


'2 

1 
2 


1 
3 

3 
10 
10 
14 

5 
3 

1 








598 


197 




1 
2 
7 
4 

7 
2 

2 


'2 

4 

1 
4 
4 
2 

1 














35! 17 
22! 16 
20:20 








2 












60 " 65 


6 


8 


40 


70 « 75 

75 " 80 

80 « 85 

Unknown, 


2 


1 


11 

608 


Whole No. Women 


1321 


2040 


827 


281 


185 


96 


57 


25 


18 


9 


2 


622 


5,483 



Bead Uiaa ; 151 men, nndor trentj, married women nnder twenty ; BIS men, betireen 
twentyand tweDt7-fiTe, married -women nndertwen^; &c. 

The tables, previoiu to tbe fear 1854, do not give the ages of perBoas married. 
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Table XVL DEATHS, for five tears and seven months. 

From June 1st, 1852, to December 31st, 1857. 

Arranged hy the periods of life within which they occurred '^ also, exhibiting 

the percentage in each period of life. 





1 

1 

p 


1 


ssz. 






COUNTIES 


• 


PSRIODS OF LIVE. 




• 
9 


• 






• 


g 


i 






1 


• 


.2 


a 

M 

a 

12 


i 

116 


• 

•*• 

a 
& 

67 


1 


1 


1 


Under 1 


1,604 


16.66 


884 


708 


96 


1,287 


38 


1 and under 2 . . 


1,005 


10.43 


500 


498 


7 


47 


41 


52 


850 


15 


2 " 3.. 


461 


4.79 


232 


226 


3 


31 


19 


40 


363 


8 


3 " 4. . 


305 


3.17 


167 


136 


2 


20 


11 


19 


252 


3 


4 « 5.. 


219 


2.27 


105 


113 


1 
25 


20 
234 


6 

144 


27 


164 


2 


All under 5 . . . 


3,594 


37.32 


1,888 


1,681 


234 


2,916 


66 


5 and under 10 


487 


5.06 


258 


229 


• • 


30 


20 


53 


380 


4 


10 « 15 


184 


1.91 


83 


100 


1 


14 


13 


21 


129 


7 


15 « 20 


362 


3.76 


128 


234 




27 


15 


34 


278 


8 


20 « 30 


1,010 


10.49 


453 


557 




64 


61 


73 


789 


23 


30 " 40 


847 


8.80 


396 


451 




50 


42 


74 


658 


23 


40 " 50 


739 


7.67 


391 


348 




49 


50 


68 


549 


23 


50 « 60 


649 


6.74 


341 


308 




48 


52 


84 


439 


26 


60 " 70 


598 


6.21 


298 


300 




49 


46 


92 


388 


23 


70 « 80 


657 


6.82 


299 


358 




86 


85 


128 


323 


35 


80 « 90 


416 


4.32 


160 


256 




45 


52 


97 


190 


32 


90 " 100 


82 


.85 


28 


54 




12 


4 


18 


42 


6 


100 and over. . 


5 


.05 


4 


1 




• • 


• • 


2 


3 


. . 


Unknown age . . 


209 


• • 


95 


76 


38 


8 


24 


81 


88 


8 


aggregate. 






















Males. ....... 


4,822 

4,953 

64 










827 


313 


494 


3,536 

3,620 

16 


152 


Females 


« • • 
• • • • 


• • • 






386 
3 

i 710 


289 
6 

608 


527 
38 


131 


Unknown 


« • • 


• • 


1 


Total 


9,839 


100.00 


• • • 




1,059 


7,172 


284 




• • • 1 ' - 
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Tablb XVm. Cadses or Death, fob FIVE TEABS. 
1853 — 1857 inclusiTe. Arranged hy mottthi. 
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RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS. 



The present is the fifth annual report. On account of a change 
having been made in the time of year at which returns are sent in, 
one of the previous reports has covered a period of one year and 
seven months ; so that the whole series contains the abstract of 
returns for five years and seven months, beginning with the first 
of June, 1852, and ending with the thirty-first of December, 1857. 
We have had tables prepared, which present a general summary 
of the results of registration for this whole period. These tables 
are mostly framed in a somewhat similar manner to those which 
are presented every year, though made considerably more compact. 
The body of results is now large enough to have some permanent 
value. It enables us, at any rate, to fix an approximate or provis- 
ional standard on many questions. 

Some important amendments to the law, as mentioned in our last 
report, went into operation on the first of July, 1857; and the 
returns before us give us reason to think that these amendments 
will be the means of securing a better registration than was before 
obtained. In looking at the tables for 1857, it is well to remem- 
ber, that if these amendments have really such an efiect, they 
probably caused the facts occurring in the last half of the year 
1857, to be more completely reported than those occurring in the 
first half; though the good efifect seems to have extended back- 
wards in some degree over the first six months of the year, many 
of the facts which took place in those months having been recorded 
under the amended law. It is an imperfection, unavoidable in the 
earlier period of a registration system, that the change from year 
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to year in the fullness of the registry, makes it impossible to com- 
pare fairly two successive years, and to judge what are the real 
effects of temporary causes upon the events which our reports ex- 
hibit. For example, there can be little doubt that there were 
fewer marriages, in this State, in 1857, than the year before, and 
that this diminution of marriages was owing to financial disturb- 
ances and general interruption of business, in the last part of the 
year. But this diminution, as it appears in our tables, is almost 
wholly concealed, by the increased completeness in the returns of 
marriages ; and the whole truth, we believe, is less strongly shown 
than if the registration law were fully observed, and had been so 
for some years past. The improvement is most considerable in 
regard to births, the number reported having increased more than 
a third, in a single year. The most important amendments in the 
law, related to the mode of collecting the births. 

It may be proper to mention, as a circumstance favorable to the 
value of our reports, and to the student of the vital, industrial, or 
other statistics of our State, that changes in the boundaries of 
towns, or divisions or annexations of their territory, are very 
seldom made in Rhode Island. The Massachusetts reports are 
obliged, every year, to record several such changes. None have 
been made in this State, since the last report ; and only one has 
been made since the beginning of our reports, namely, the creation 
of the new town of Fall River. 

Our observations are arranged on the same plan as in the last 
three reports. This plan seems, on the whole, the simplest and 
best ; but it requires us to separate some sets of tables and views 
which it is interesting to consider together, because they illustrate 
the same subjects. One topic, which is touched upon in different 
parts of the report, is, the condition of the foreign, compared with 
that of the native population. The foreign-born population, by 
the census of 1850, formed one-sixth of the whole number of the 
inhabitants, or, more precisely, 16.17 in every hundred, or 1,617 
to 10,000. But in the four years last past, taking them together, 
the births of children whose fathers were foreign-born, were 44.74 
in every hundred of all the births, or not much less than three 
times as large a part of the whole number of births, as the foreign- 
born inhabitants formed of all the population in 1850. This does 
not imply that so great a proportional difference exists between 
the fecundity of a given number of married couples, in the two 
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From some limited observation iu Providence city, it 
would appear that the average number of children, of each Ameri- 
can-born mother, was about three; of each Ibreigu-born mother, 
about three and a half; — a difference real, bat comparatively slight. 
But the census of Providence city, in 1855, showa that the foreign 
population consista, to a much greater degree than the native, of 
persona in early adult life, in the marrying and reproductive age. ; 
In four years past, in the whole State, the marriages in which the ' 
groom was of foreign birth, were 32.51 in every 100, or almost 
exactly twice as large a proportion as that of the foreigu popula- 
tion in 1850. Allowing something for the increase of foreign 
population since that year, it is still evident that the tendency to 
marriage, among them, is much greater than among the native in- 
habitants. 

The comparison of mortality, between these two classes, is a 
good deal affected by the fact, that many of the diseases moat 
fatal among ua, attack children particularly; so that about three- 
eighths of all the deaths, are at ages under five years. The chil- 
dren of foreign parents, are especially liable to these diseases ; 
and, indeed, the high proportion and excessive mortality of children 
of foreigners, in cities, are one great source of the difference in ap- 
parent healthiness and average longevity between city and country. 
Now, if we class the deaths according to the nativity of the de- 
ceased persons, these children of foreigners will mostly be thrown 
into the native American class ; while in any analysis of the inQu- 
affecting life and health, they belong to the foreign class, 
by nativity, the foreign deaths, in our whole series of re- 
ports, form about 18.12 in every hundred. In 1857, the deaths 
of persons of foreign parentage were 63,88 in every hundred ; and 
those of Irish parentage, 27.23 in every hundred. The diseases 
which cause most of the excessive fatality in the foreign population, 
and their children, are the ordinary summer complaints, and some 
particular epidemics. Two of our great scourges, consumption and 
scarlatina, are much less partial to that class, compared with the 
American class. Pneumonia, typhoid fever, and convuleions, ap- 
pear to be more fatal to children of foreigoers, than to those of 

e native stock, in proportion to their numbers. 

These reports illustrate the peculiarities of the colored race, aa 
[t exists in this State. Rhode Island has had a higher proportion 
if colored persons than an^ other New England State. Tliis pro- 
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portion is lessening from year to year, in spite of a slight and con- 
cealed current of immigration from southern states. The mortality 
of the colored is about twice as great, in proportion; as that among 
the white. In a period of nearly five years, the deaths of colored 
persons have been fifty-seven more than the births of colored chil- 
dren. Consumption, and various diseases connected with scrofula, 
are much more prevalent among the colored. It seems as if these 
diflferences could hardly be explained by the poverty or privations 
of the colored inhabitants. Some writers of great scientific at- 
tainments, who have examined the subject attentively, ascribe the 
deterioration of the colored population to the intermarriages be- 
tween the races, the great number of mulattoes and persons of 
blood mixed in various degrees, and to the natural law, which for- 
bids mixed races to be kept up through many generations. 

The value of many deductions from our registry is, of course, 
impaired by the incompleteness of the returns. If these were 
merely scanty in number and fullness, and if there were no cir- 
cumstances tending to give a particular, one-sided direction to 
their defects, these defects would be of less importance ; because, 
we might fairly suppose that a thousand or two thousand facts, 
taken by chance from the whole mass of like facts occurring in a 
State, would be average specimens of the total number, even if 
that were two or three times as large. But there are several 
sources of mistake and distortion. The value of our study, con- 
sists mainly in the comparisons it suggests, the means it furnishes 
of contrasting the tenor of human life under the varying influences 
by which it is surrounded ; race with race, town with town, city- 
life with country-life, and so on. If any circumstances cause the 
facts in regard to one race or region to be better reported than 
in others, or one part of the events in any community to be pretty 
thoroughly recorded, while others are slighted, — our means of 
knowledge are vitiated at the very outset 

One example of this we have alluded to in each of the last two 
reports. One of the most strongly marked contrasts, in our State, 
is that between the city of Providence and the rural towns. We 
have here a growing capital, with about fifty thousand inhabitants, 
living under the peculiar circumstances that belong to cities, and 
which aflfect the atmosphere, the food, the occupations, morals, &c. 
Nearly a third of the people of the State, are crowded into this 
narrow area. Of the city population, about two fifths are foreign 
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by birth, or children of foreign parents ; and almost half the deaths, 
and more than half the births, occur in this class. How great is 
the contrast, when we turn from this city population to the farming 
towns, particularly to those which are washed by the waters of 
the Atlantic or the southern part of Narraganset Bay ; in which 
the population has increased little for thirty years, and where 
hardly one death of a foreigner, or birth of foreign parentage, is 
recorded in a year. It is very desirable to have sound materials 
for comparing these regions, and learning the eflfects of these in- 
fluences. But here comes a difficulty. Providence, like other 
enlightened cities, provides a very complete registration, including 
all classes and ages. The birth of a child to the obscurest laborer, 
the death of the infant of a day, is carefully recorded. The vital 
statistics of that city are perhaps as thoroughly collected and pre- 
served as, in the nature of things, is possible. In country-towns, 
on the contrary, we are apt to get the returns of only those deaths 
which make a stir in their neighborhood. This is a serious draw% 
back to our most interesting comparisons. 

The average age at death, in different places, and in the several 
races that are represented on our soil, is a very important thing 
to ascertain. So is the proportion, in numbers, of the deaths to 
the living. They throw light on the influences under which differ- 
ent human beings are living in the midst of us. But these first steps 
toward a knowledge of the vital and sanitary condition of our own 
State, can only be gained by means of a complete record of deaths 
of young and old, high and low, alike. We cannot expect to 
obtain such a record, till the importance of statistical and sanitary 
inquiries is generally appreciated. Then, and then only, we may 
hope to see through the whole State — even those portions which 
have hitherto treated the laws of registration with almost total 
neglect — what we now have in the principal city ; officers fulfilling 
their duties with zeal and completeness, devising the best plans 
for obtaining returns, and watching the workings of those plans 
with constant care ; and as a result, a fair and full exhibition of 
the vital statistics of Rhode Island. 
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BIRTHS. 



The record of births shows more improvement, in the returns 
for 1857, than any other part of the registry. The number of 
facts has greatly increased, and the particulars, in regard to the 
events reported, are more fully given. The town clerks have, in 
several instances, conformed to the spirit and intentio\i of the 
amended law, and caused their respective towns to be canvassed 
for the special purpose of obtaining the births. To encourage 
such a course as this, the law now provides one separate fee for 
obtaining, and another for properly recording and returning the 
Tacts in respect to a birth ; and the compensation is sufficiently 
large to make it worth while to employ proper agents^ and make 
a census of the births of the year. In the month of January, a 
trustworthy young man might be obtained, to go from house to 
house, and obtain such a record, at any rate in all towns at all 
densely inhabited, and in the villages or compact parts of other 
towns ; and the fee allowed to the town clerk would afford a fair 
compensation for his time. This is the only way to secure this 
very important part of our registry. The provision of law, which 
obliged parents to report the births of their children, was never 
observed to any extent, and from the nature of the case could not 
secure a fair record. A registration of births, secured in that way, 
would inevitably be biased at the outset ; certain classes being so 
much more likely to interest themselves in it than others, that no 
impartial record could be obtained to serve as a foundation for 
inferences as to the relative increase of the different elements of 
the community. It may be well to say hera, as the fact does not 
appear to be understood by all those who ought to know the law, 
that physicians are not, and never have been, under any obligation 
to report births that they attend professionally. There are many 
inconveniences and errors sure to arise where physicians are 
relied upon for this purpose ; and it is no part of their duty to re- 
port births. If they are public-spirited enough to feel desirous to 
make sure that the registration of their own towns goes on well, 



^ 
u w \ 



m-i 



BIRTHK. 



f they are so well-dispoacd toward tbe town clerk as to be 

jriiliug to do a part of liis work for liim, it is very well and very 

f praiseworthy. But under the laws of the State, it is the business 

►of the town clerk to collect, personally or through agents employed 

Jby him, the facta in relation to the births of each year; and for 

' this he is allowed a special fee, which is large enough in all unless 

the most thinly settled of our towns. The registration of the 

State will never be as full and reliable as that of Massaehusetta, 

till all our town clerks act up to the law, as faithfully as wo are 

happy to say that several have now done. 

The number of births reported for 1857, is eleven hundred 
larger than in any former year. The totals for four . 
[r«ars, have been as follows : 



2,105. 



2,926. 



4,026. 



Krt 



^Bir< 



le proportion for Providence city, is not near so large as for- 
lerly. Of late years, that city has furnished considerably more 
lan half the births registered in the State ; in the returns for 185T 
,e Providence births are considerably less than half of all. This , 
.ows, not that Providence has been loss favored in the natural 
icrcase of its population, nor more remiss in its registry ; but that 
other towns have been more careful. In the whole series of 
Rhode Island reports, previous to the present, Providence city 
has furnished sixty-three per cent, of the births ; Bristol county has 
nished about eight per cent; Kent county, five and a half; 
ewport county, nearly ten and a half; the towns of Providence 
unty, nine; and Washington county, only four per cent. These 
proportions are exceedingly different from those between the pop- 
ulation of the several divisions of the State. They are also quite 
different from the proportions of the births, under the improved 
igistration of the year now before us. In 1857, the percentages, 
owing out a few fractions, were as follows, being much nearer 
le ratio of the population of the different parts of the State: 
Bristol county, five; Kent county, nine; Newport county, fourteen ; 
towns of Providence county, twenty-three ; Proridence city, forty- 
two ; and Washington county, five. As the city of Providence 
long had a well-established registry system, it is to the other 
lowns that we must look for any great improvement in the future. 
Ill Providence, the ratio of births to population has boon a little 
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more than one to 30, according to the best estimate that can be made 
of the number of inhabitants in 1857. The ratio of births in 
1857 to population by the United States Census of 1850, is as fol- 
lows : for Bristol county, one birth to 36 inhabitants ; for Kent, 
one to 42; for Newport, one to 35; for towns of Providence 
county, one to 49 ; for Providence city, one to 25 ; for Washington 
county, one to 73. For the whole State, the ratio is one birth in 
1857 to 37 inhabitants in 1850. Washington county still keeps 
the lead in disregard of the provisions of the registration law. 
Two or three of its towns send returns, which show that the town 
clerks have taken an interest in their duties, and have made 
some effort, first to understand, and secondly to fulfill them. But 
these are exceptions to the general state of things in that county. 
South Kingstown, for two years, has made no report of births. If 
we leave out Washington county, the ratio of births in the rest of 
the State, in 1857, to the population by the census of 1850, is one 
to 34. In Massachusetts, the births for 1857 amounted to 35,320, 
or about one in 28 of the population of that State in 1850. I 
judge, tha,t not more than three-quarters of the births actually 
occurring in Rhode Island are reported. 

Every case of twins is counted as two births. We have also, 
after much deliberation, and partly in deference to the opinion 
of others, concluded to count the still-born among the births. 
This I believe is not done in Massachusetts. In studying the laws 
of increase, particularly in examining specific questions, like that 
of the proportion of the two sexes at birth, or the influence of 
seasons of the year, we ought to include all births, whether of 
living or dead children. I have been particularly determined, 
however, by the following circumstances. A large number of still- 
born children are included in the census of births taken in the 
city of Providence ; they have been counted in our tables, hereto- 
fore, with slight exceptions ; they are included in the tables of 
births in the City Registrar's report ; and the return of births sent 
to the Secretary of State furnishes no means of distinguishing 
them, except in a few instances, from the children born alive. It 
was, therefore, unavoidable that nearly all the still-born should be 
included in our tables for Providence, as most of them have been 
heretofore ; and, in order to be consistent, we have taken the same 
course in relation to the whole State. I believe that the plan 
best approved, by the best judges in this country, is to include the 
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still-born in the tables of births ; but to tabulate them in full, by 
themselves, also. The most important facts in regard to them 
are found, in our tables, at the close of the two long tables of 
the causes of death. 

In a large part of our returns for 1857, the number of the child 
is stated, whether first, seoond, &c. of the parents. It is not 
always indicated whether either of the parents had been married 
more than once, nor whether, in such case, the number given 
shows the number of children of the father or mother. For the 
city of Providence, we have adopted, in the following table, the 
figures given in the City Registrar's report, which indicate the 
number of children of the same mother. To the results there 
given, we have added a little more than an equal number, drawn 
from the returns sent in by other towns. 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN OF SAME PARENTS. 



First child 829 

Second " 768 

Tliird " 528 

Fourth " 422 

Fifth " 307 

Sixth " 194 

Seventh " 141 



Eighth child 95 

Ninth " 61 

Tenth " 29 

Eleventh ** 20 

Twelfth " 9 

Thirteenth " 7 

Fourteenth " 3 



Fifteenth child 2 

Sixteenth ** 1 

Seventeenth'* 4 

Nineteenth " 1 

Total 3421. 



Supposing these to represent the number of children of the 
same mother j wc have an average of a little more than three chil- 
dren and one third to each mother. The average for the city is 
almost exactly the same as that for the rest of the State. A par- 
tial examination of the returns, to inquire into the connection of 
the nativity of the parents with their average fecundity, shows a 
greater average number of children to the foreign-born than to the 
American-born mothers. In the city of Providence, in the first 
six months of the year, according to the City Registrar, the moth- 
ers of American birth averaged three children each, while those of 
foreign birth averajijcd three and a half children each. In one 
instance, the child was the seventeenth of the same mother, but 
these seventeen had been born at eleven births ; the mother hav- 
ing had twins twice, and triplets twice. Both parents were born 
in England. 

Sex. — In the aggregate of five years and seven months, we have 
14,724 births on record, in which the sex is specified. Of these, 
7542 were males, and 7182 were females. The proportion, then, 
was, 51.22 per cent, males, and 48.78 per cent, females; or to a 
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hundred females, a hundred and five males. The male children 
born exceeded the female in every period of registration, except 
that of seven months, from June to December, 1853, when there 
was a slight excess of females in the tables. The general abstract 
in our retrospect, (page 32,) shows what was the number of each 
sex, in every town and county of the State. 

The following table will show the percentages, in each of the 
six divisions of the State, now made in our tabular views. Births 
of unspecified sex are osiitted. 

BIRTHS. JuNB 1, 1852— Deckmbbk 31, ia57. 



Males 

Females . . . 



Bristol 
couDty. 


Kent 
county. 


Newport 
county. 


Towns of 
Prov. county. 


ProTldence 
city. 


51.77 
48.23 


48.94 
51.06 


49.76 
50.24 


51.62 
48.38 


51.39 
48.61 



Washington 
county. 

54.20 
45.80 



The differences are a little singular. Kent county has exhibited 
an excess of females over males in every period of registration, 
excepting June to December, 1853. 

A table on page 34, shows the numbers of each sex, born in 
each month, in an aggregate of five years. January, October 
and December, show more female than male births. If we divide 
the years into periods of four months each, arranging them in 
such a way as to make the strongest contrast, we shall have the 
following result : in the four months, February, March, April and 
May, a male excess of 239 ; in June, July, August and September, 
a male excess of 170, in October, November, December and Jan- 
uary, an excess of females amounting to 23. This is the aggregate 
result for five years. 

No distinct connection can be traced, running through our whole 
records, between circumstances favorable to physical health and 
strength, and a high proportion of male births. Among the facts 
which show such a connection, are those in regard to the births of 
colored children as contrasted with white, to be mentioned imme- 
diately. 

In 1857, the preponderance of males born was a very little 
greater than in the whole series of our reports, the percentage 
being, males, 51.36 ; females, 48.64. 

Color. — The colored inhabitants appear but as a small and 
waning remnant, in the mass of our population. The births of 
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black and mulatto children, recorded in 1857, were 74; of which 
32 were males, and 42 were females. In the whole Rhode Island 
reports, the births of colored children have been 327 ; and of these, 
149 were males, and 175 were females, and 3 were of unspecified 
sex. The preponderance of females among them is remarkable, 
in contrast with the excess of male births in the general popula- 
tion. The excess of female persons living, was considerably larger 
in proportion, among the colored than among the white, by the 
latest censuses, both of the State and of Providence city. The 
births of colored children, in 1857, were 12 less than the deaths 
in the same class. What is quite singular, in every period of reg- 
istration in this State — leaving out the first, in which the deaths 
of colored persons were not distinguished — the deaths in this class 
have been more numerous than the births, the excess in the whole 
four years and seven months, from June 1st, 1853, till December 
31st, 1857, being 57. 

Parentage. — The following table shows the proportion of births 
falling under each head, as classified by parentage, in every divis- 
ion of the State, for four years past. 



Bristol county 

Kent county 

Newport county... 
Towns Prov. county 
Providence city. . . . 
Washington county 

Whole State 



American. 


Foreign. 


Mixed. 


Tot 


No. 


Per cent. 


No. 


Per cent. 


No. 


Per cent. 


No. 


523 


71.16 


163 


22.18 


49 


666 


735 


484 


66.94 


215 


29.74 


24 


3.32 


723 


3096 


70.80 


356 


23.00 


96 


6.20 


1548 


909 


52.54 


751 


43.41 


70 


4.05 


1730 


2621 


41.48 


3306 


52.32 


392 


6.20 


6319 


431 


84.35 


68 


13.31 


12 


2.34 


511 


6064 


52.43 


4859 


42.02 


643 


5.55 


11,566 



Per cent. 

100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100 00 
100.00 
100.00 

100 00 



In the above table, cases where the birth-place of both parents 
was unspecified, are not included ; so that the totals do not com- 
prise all the births reported for the four years. In those instances 
where the nativity of one parent only was known, that of the other 
has been presumed to fall within the same class as the known one. 
The table is of interest as throwing some light on the distribution 
of the foreign population through our State. It will be seen, that 
only in Providence city, have the births of foreign-born parents been 
more numerous than those of American parents, in the four years 
past. An excess of foreign parentage is found, in the year 1857, 
in the towns of Providence county also, and indeed, in each of the 
larger towns of that county ; but in no other place, except the new 
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town of Pall River. I suppose that a full registration would in- 
crease the proportion of foreign parentage in most of the towns. 

In the year 1857, for the first time, the births in which both 
parents were American have been less than half those whose 
parentage is recorded in the whole State. The proportions were 
as follows : Both parents American, 49.55 per cent. ; both parents 
foreign, 44.75 per cent. ; American father and foreign mother, 3.01 ; 
and foreign father and American mother, 2.69 per cent. The pro- 
portion of purely American parentage had been slightly lessening 
for two years before, from 1854 to 1856, as was shown in our last 
report ; but in our present returns, it has diminished a good deal 
more than previously, being four per cent, less in 1857, than in 
1856. The proportion of foreign parentage has increased ; and 
that of mixed parentage, which had been Increasing since 1854, is 
now almost exactly the same as in the two preceding years. 

The proportion of mixed parentage in four years was stated, in 
the last table, as 5.55 per cent, of all ; the whole number of these 
cases being 643. Of these, 327 were cases where the father was 
American and the mother foreign, and 316 were the converse; the 
first forming 2,83 per cent., and the second 2.72 per cent, of all. 

The next table will show more precisely the birth-place of the 
parents of children, born in our State, in 1857. It illustrates the 
kinds of admixture between different nations, as well as the pro- 
portion of the representatives of each among our inhabitants. 
The cases where one parent was known as American or foreign, 
while the nativity of the other parent was unspecified, are here 
distinguished ; which causes the aggregiates of American and for- 
eign, respectively, to differ slightly from those in previous tables, 
where such instances are classed according to the origin of the 
known parent. 

PARENTAGE, 1857. 



NATIVITY OF 


NATIVITY OF MOTHERS. 


Whole 


FATRERS. 


United 
States. 


Ireland. 


Great 
Britain. 


British 
America. 


Germany. 


Other 
Foreign. 


Unknown 


Number 
Fathers. 


United States 

Ireland 


1932 
35 
48 
3 
8 
13 
25 


61 
13-dO 

37 
9 
9 
5 
3 


36 

20 

231 

• • 

2 
1 
2 


18 
17 
8 
33 • 

• • 

1 

• • 


• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

66 
1 

• • 


5 

• • 

I 

• • 

1 
11 

• • 


17 

1 
1 

• • 

1 

1 

42 


2069 
1394 
326 
45 
87 
33 
72 


Great Britain 

British America . . . 

Germany 

Other foreign 

Unlinown 




Whole No. mothers 


2004 


1444 292 


77 


68 


18 


63 


4020 
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This table is constructed on a plan similar to that of our pre- 
liminary table, of the ages of persons married. The parents of 
1932 children, were known to be both natives of the United States ; 
those of 1320, to be both natives of Ireland ; 35 were children of 
Irish fathers and American-born mothers, while 61 were the con- 
verse; and the whole number of cases where the father was 
known to have been born in the United States, was 2069 ; where 
the mother was known to have been born in the United States, 
2064, &c. The birth's of Irish parentage form about one-third of 
all of known parentage. Among those who are recorded in the 
State, as having become parents during the year, are natives of 
France, Italy, Switzerland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Holland, 
Portugal, Madeira, the Azores, the West Indies, Australia, and 
Africa. 

Season. — The influence of season on the births, is exhibited in a 
table on page 34, which shows the actual number of births in each 
month, in the total of a term of five years. It also shows the per- 
centage for each month. In calculating these percentages, we 
have reduced the months to periods of equal length, so as to show 
the real influence of the time of year on frequency of births. Thus, 
January had more births in the five years than February ; but on 
reducing them to an equal length, we find January having a smaller 
per diem percentafre than any other month, while February has just 
an average. The percentages thus equalized, or the per diem per- 
centages, for the several quarters of the year, were as follows : 
first quarter, 24.56 per cent; second quarter, 24.84; third quarter, 
25.49 ; fourth quarter, 25.11. The rule still holds good, that more 
births occur in the last than in the first six months of the year. 
But the smallest number is not found in the second quarter, where 
it might be expected, if any marked effect were produced 
by the prevalent sickliness of the months belonging to the third 
quarter. After a careful comparison, I cannot convince myself 
that our returns prove any distinct and generally prevailing con- 
nection between the state of health in any season, and the number 
of births taking place nearly a year later. There is no doubt, 
however, that such a connection has been shown, in masses of facts 
collected on a larger scale ; and in Providence in 1855, as a result 
of the cholera of 1854. 

In the year 1857, the number of births, in the four quarters, was 

8 
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as follows: first quarter, 989 ; second quarter, 1009 ; third quarter, 
1015; fourth quarter, 1013. I suspect, that some causes led to a 
fuller record of those births that had taken place in the last part of 
the year, in the country towns. In Providence city, the births in the 
last half of the year, were 64 less than in the first half; which is 
unusual in the city. The City Registrar attributes this to the de- 
pressed condition of industry, in the city. He mentions the fol- 
lowing curious fact. '* The number of children, born of American 
parents, was about 70 more during the first, than during the last 
six months of the year ; while the number of children of foreign 
parents was very nearly the same in both periods. I am satisfied, 
from an examination of this subject, in connection with the mar- 
riages and deaths, that in consequence of the depression of busi- 
ness, a considerable number of the American population left the 
city during the last six months of the year ; but, that during the 
same time, the foreign population increased instead of diminishing." 
This is interesting and suggestive of thought. 

The plurality cases are summed up in a table on page 35. In 
the whole five years and seven months, there have been 156 cases 
of twins, and 2 of triplets, being one plurality case in 94 births. 
The proportion of these cases to the whole number of births, is 
very slightly greater in the foreign, than in the American class. 
The excess of males is somewhat greater in these cases than in 
the whole number of births; the proportion being, 52.87 per cent, 
males ; and 47.13 per cent, females. In both the cases of triplets, 
the children were all males. 
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The number of marriages reported in each of the four past years, 
has been as follows : 

1854. 1865. 1856. 1857. 

1,047. 1,375. 1,535. 1,526. 

It will be seen, that the number recorded in 1857, is a very little 
smaller than that for 1856 ; in spite of the general improvement 
in registration. This does not show any falling of in the atten- 
tion given to the record of this particular class of facts. To prove 
this, it is enough to say, that in the city of Providence, in which 
we are assured that clergymen have been more faithful than before 
in reporting marriages, the diminution from the previous year is 
greater than that in the whole State. We are confident that the 
real number of marriages was less than in the year 1856, in Prov- 
idence city, and probably it was less in the whole State ; but the 
actual diminution in other parts of the State, was more than made 
up for, by fuller registration. 

In inquiring what are the causes of this diminution of marriages, 
we are led to notice one of the interesting uses of this record, in 
an historical point of view. For nearly the first three-quarters of 
the year 1857, no causes were in operation, in our State, such as 
are commonly supposed to lessen the frequency of marriages. 
The summers of 1856 and 1857 were more than usually healthy; 
there was no peculiar epidemic visitation. Business was prosper- 
ous, in appearance at any rate. Manufacturing industry had been 
diversifying its operations, so as to be less completely dependent 
on the demand for a few staple products. The crops had been 
generally abundant, and the most necessary kinds of provisions 
were growing cheaper. Money, and its supposed representatives, 
were plenty ; and speculation, with the hopes of large profits — 
always found to be an incitement to matrimony — was prevalent. 
There had been no threatenings of war or civil disturbance. Thei 
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only obvious influences tending to discourage marriage were of an 
opposite kind from those commonly noticed in statistical writings ; 
namely, those resulting from supposed prosperity, the general ex- 
travagance in personal indulgences, and dress and household furni- 
ture ; which no doubt allured and deterred many young men, in 
very various walks of life, from the married state. About the 
beginning of autumn, a sudden crash took place, which showed 
that much of this supposed prosperity was false and hollow. It 
very soon aflfected our State very seriously. An almost total sus- 
pension of manufacturing labor ensued. Large numbers of heads 
of families, at the approach of winter, were turned out of employ- 
ment, or put on short pay. The price of labor, in many depart- 
ments, was reduced to the lowest living point. A universal dis- 
trust, succeeding to too easy and long credits, put a stop to the 
most common operations of business. The Philadelphia banks 
suspended specie payment on the 27th of September, and Provi- 
dence banks on the 29th. For some months afterwards, Rhode 
Island money was not currently received in other States. 

Now, it has been proved, by the experience of centuries, in other 
countries, that prosperity, cheap living, abundant employment with 
good wages, general good health, and civil quiet, increase the 
number of marriages ; and that the opposite circumstances lessen 
it. This influence can be traced, both on a large scale, in nations, 
and also in communities smaller than our State, and even in towns 
smaller than some of ours ; especially those which are peculiarly 
dependent on single branches of manufactures, or other productive 
industry. We might expect then to see a marked diminution of 
marriages in the last quarter of 1857, compared with the corres- 
ponding quarter in recent years. Unfortunately, the true results 
are disguised by the defects in our registration, and by the gradual 
improvement from year to year, which makes it difficult to compare 
one year with another. The marriages recorded in the State, in 
October, November and December, have been, in 1855, 402; in 
1856,458; in 1857,429. The marriages in those months were 
twenty-nine less in 1857, than in 1856; while in the other parts 
of the year, they were twenty more. In Providence city, which is 
on many accounts the best place for inquiry, the numbers in Octo- 
ber, November and December, have been, in 1855, 202; in 1856, 
200; in 1857, 178. The following table will show that the last 
quarter of the year is usually the favorite season of marriages ; 
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and even in 1857 had a larger number than any other quarter. 
But in both city and State, it had a smaller proportion in 1857^ 
than in previous years. 

MARRIAGES. Percentage in severcU quarters of the year. 



QUARTERS OP 


WHOLE STATE. 


PROVIDENCE CITY. 


THE ^KAR. 


1853-56. 
inclusiye. 


1855. 


1856. 


1867. 


1865-56. 


1857. 


Ist Quarter 


21.6 
24.7 
24.2 
29.5 


20.7 
24.7 
25.3 
29.3 


21.7 
2(3.2 
22.1 
30.0 


21.2 
25.6 
25.1 
28.1 


18 4 
27.5 
22.7 
31.4 


20.2 


2d Quarter 


25.3 


3d Quarter 


25.5 


4th quarter 


29.0 


Total 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 















In both city and State, the percentage of marriages in the last 
quarter of 1857, was less than in any previous year. In both, too, 
the third quarter presented a much higher proportion of the mar- 
riages than in the preceding year. This higher proportion was 
accompanied by an actual increase in the number ; amounting, in 
the State to 46. So that, in the quarter immediately before the 
check was given to matrimony, there had been an unusually large 
number of marriages. All this corresponds very well with the 
facts mentioned in the business-history of the year. 

It IS almost certain, then, that the number of marriages in the 
last part of the year 1857, was lessened by the hard times. This 
effect may depend partly on the discouragement to matrimony 
among those who remain here, and partly on emigration to the 
west or elsewhere, and the return of foreigners to their former 
homes. This is the first good opportunity we have had, to see 
that a full marriage record is an excellent test of the prevalent 
feeling of prosperity in a community ; and may thus, in a long series 
of years, become historically valuable. It would be easy to illus- 
trate this at length. 

In the registration reports of England, are tables which show 
the number of marriages, in that country, in every year for almost 
a century, beginning with 1756. A connection is easily traced be- 
tween periods of prosperity and hopefulness, and a large number 
of marriages. The close of every important war has been followed 
by an increase ; the rise from 1 801 to 1803, being forty per cent. — 
the greatest on record — connected with the peace of Amiens, the 
discharge of large bodies of militia, a decline of one half in the 
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price of wheat, and the revival of national spirit, which had heen 
depressed by previous disasters. Other seasons, of great increase 
in marriages, followed the acknowledgment of the independence of 
the United States, and the reverses and downfall of Bonaparte. 
Seasons of distress have had the opposite effect, of which the latest 
remarkable instance yet recorded, in the reports we have con- 
sulted, occurred in 1846. The potato-crop very generally failed, 
and the wheat-crop was less than the average of a few preceding 
years. It was, from other causes, a season of great financial dis- 
turbances and embarrassment. All these causes began to make 
themselves decidedly felt in the last half of the year 1846, and a 
great decline in marriages followed. In the words of the Regis- 
trar General, " the great fluctuations in the marriages of England 
are the results of peace after war, abundance after dearth, high 
wages after want of employment, speculation after languid enter- 
prise, confidence after distrust, national triumphs after national 
disasters. They express the views which the great body of the 
people take of their prospects in the world." 

The number, and the 'per diem percentage^ of marriages falling 
within each month, for a period of five years, will be found in a 
table on page 35. 

Age. — The numbers of males and females married in each period 
of life, are shown in our preliminary tables. One such table, in 
the Tabular Abstract, includes the facts for 1857; and another, in 
the Retrospect, includes those for four years, 1854 to 1857, inclu- 
sive. The proportions of each sex, in each period of age, are very 
much the same in 1857, as in the average of these four years. 

Of the males who were married, and whose age was reported, 
in the four years, four per cent, were under 20 years old ; forty 
per cent, were between 20 and 25, ; about twenty-nine per cent, 
were between 25 and 30 ; nearly eighteen per cent, were between 
30 and 40 ; not quite five per cent, were between 40 and 50 ; and 
four per cent, were over 50. Of the females, twenty-seven per 
cent, were under 20 ; almost forty-two per cent, were between 
20 and 25; seventeen per cent, were between 25 and 30; nearly 
ten per cent, were between 30 and 40 ; three per cent, were be- 
tween 40 and 50 ; and one per cent, over 50. 

In 1857, two brides were married at 13 years old; their hus- 
bands were 23 and 29. Five brides were aged 14; husbands' ages, 
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two 19, one 21, one 22, one 25. Eighteen brides were aged 15; 
and thirty one were aged 16. Among the youngest couples were 
the following, in each of which we give the husbands' age first : 
19 to 14, (two cases;) 18 to 15; 17 to 16; 16 to 17; 17 to 17; 
19 to 15, (two cases;) 18 to 16, (two cases.) Very early mar- 
riages are less common in Providence city than in other towns. 
Thus, the proportion of males married under 20, in the year 1857, 
was in that city ,x 2.1 per cent.; in the rest of the State, 5.5 per 
cent. ; that of females under 20, in the city, 22.6 per cent. ; in the 
rest of the State, 30.8 per cent. Fifty-six brides were married as 
young as 16 years of age; and of these, t)nly eight were reported 
from Providence. Washington and Kent counties have the largest 
proportion of very early marriages. 

The two oldest couples were respectively, 82 to 62, and 77 to 77. 
In the former case, this was the third marriage of the bridegroom 
and second of the bride ; in the latter, it was the second of each 
party. It was not, however, destined to be the last marriage of 
the bride; for the matrimonial union, formed in August, 1857, was 
prematurely severed in the following March, by the death of the 
husband, and during the same month the widow was married, for a 
third time. 

In Providence, the average age of the men married, according 
to the City Registrar, was 27.6 years ; that of the women married, 
was 23.8. 



Nativity. — The following table shows the proportions of Amer- 
ican, foreign, and mixed nativity, among those married within four 
years past, in each division of the State. 



MARRIAGES. 1854-1857. 





American. 

* 


Foreign. 


Mixed. 


Total. 




No. 


Per cent. 


No. 


Per cent. 


No. 


Per cent. 


No. 


Per cent. 

• 


Bristol countv 


182 
375 
363 
881 
1304 
288 


81.98 
82.78 
54.92 
66.64 
53.93 
89.44 


21 

63 

234 

330 

869 
22 


9.46 
13.91 
35.40 
24.96 
35.94 

6.83 


19 
15 
64 
111 
245 
12 


8.56 
3.31 
9.68 
8.40 
10.13 
3.73 


222 
453 
661 
1322 
2418 
322 


100.00 


K^Dt conntv 


100.00 


Newport county 

Towns Providence co. . . 

Providence city 

Washington county .... 


100.00 
100 00 
100.00 
100.00 


Whole State 


3393 


62.86 


1539 


28.51 


466 


8.63 


5398 


300.00 



In this table, those cases where the nativity of both the persons 
married was unspecified, are omitted. 
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In the whole State, the percentage of purely American marriages 
was greater in 1854 than any year since, viz: 67.26; it lessened 
in the following year to 58.71, and has since then been increasing. 
In 1857, the American out-numbered the foreign, in every division 
of the State and in every single town, except North Providence 
and Fall River. The proportions in the whole State, in that year, 
were as follows : Both parties American-bom 65.24 per cent. ; 
both parties foreign-born, 25.87 per cent.; American groom and 
foreign bride, 4.87; foreign groom and American bride, 4.02 per 
cent. 

The cases of mixed nartivity, that is, of marriages where one 
party was American-born and the other foreign-born, form, in the 
four years past, 8.63 per cent of all ; the number of cases being 
466. In 250 of these, the groom was American and the bride for- 
eign ; in 216 it was the other way ; the former being 4.63 per cent, 
and the latter 4.00 per cent, of all. 

We shall next show, more exactly, the nativity of the persons 
married in 1857. 

MARRIAGES. 1857. 



NATIVITY 


NATIVITY OF BRIDES. 


Whole 


OF GROOMS. 


United 
States. 


Ireland. 


Gieat 
Britain. 


-British. 
America. 


Germany. 


other 
Foreign. 


Unknown 


nnmber 
Grooms. 


United States. . . . 
Ireland 


971 
25 
22 
5 
2 
7 
8 


33 
259 

13 
3 
3 
3 
3 


27 

4 

60 

• • 

• • 

• a 

• • 


12 
1 
4 

18 
1 
1 
1 


• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

8 
3 

• • 


2 

• • 

2 

• • 

• • 

2 

• • 


12 
4 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

7 


1057 
293 


Great Britain .... 
British America . 

Germany 

Other foreign 

Unknown 


101 
26 
14 
16 
19 


Whole No. brides 


1040 


317 


91 


38 


11 


6 


23 


1526 



That is, 971 marriages were between natives of the United 
States; 259 between natives of Ireland; 33 between grooms born 
in the United States and brides born in Ireland, &c. The natives 
of this country form about two-thirds, and those of Ireland about 
one-fifth, of the whole number. The records contain the names of 
natives of France, Belgium, Sweden, Spain, Portugal, Switzerland, 
the West Indies, Chili, the Azores, Siam, and Java. 

In Providence, "of the whole number of marriages, (614), in 43 
cases, the groom was born in Providence, and the bride elsewhere ; 
in 82 cases, the bride was born in Providence, and the groom else- 
where ; and in 34 cases, owZy, were Ijoth parties born in Provi- 
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dence. In the remaining (455) marriages, both parties were born 
elsewhere than in Providence. There were 70 marriages in the 
city, in 1857, in which both parties resided out of the State of 
Rhode Island." 

Number op the marriage. — The following table shows the num- 
ber of the marriage of each party, in 1857. 

MARRIAGES. 1857. 



GROOMS. 


BBIDES. NuMBii 


. OF THK MABBIA^I. 


Whole 


KUKBIB OF MABBUOI. 


Piret. 


Second. 


Third: 


Not stated. 


numher 
groomR. 


First 


1146 

148 

20 

2 

1 


78 

89 

13 

2 

1 


5 

1 
5 

• • 

• • 


1 
2 

I 

• • 

11 


1230 


Second 


240 


Third 


39 


Fourth 


4 


Not stated 


13 






Whole No. brides 


1317 


183 


11 


15 


1526 



This table is constructed on the same plan as the last. It shows 
that it is somewhat more common for widowers than widows to 
repeat the experiment of marriage ; but only four of them have 
tried that " triumph of hope over experience," — a fourth marriage. 
The grooms who were re-married, are seventeen per cent, of all 
the grooms, in Providence city ; and almost exactly twenty per 
cent, in the other parts of the State. 
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DEATHS. 



We believe that the present system of securing the registry of 
deaths, is the most correct and practicable plan. The human body, 
after death, should never be disposed of, without proper forms 
being first complied with. Beside what may be due to the memory 
of the dead, and the feelings of friends, it is right and important, 
in the interest of society, for many reasons which we need not re- 
peat here, that the burial of the body should be made known to 
the proper oflScers of government ; be recorded for future refer- 
ence ; and should be recognized, in short, as a fact that it concerns 
the public to know. A registry of burials has been commonly 
kept in many large cities, long before the present more thorough 
systems of registration were established ; and it is through such a 
registry, that bills of mortality can best be framed. This princi- 
ple is embodied in our present statute. It is made " the duty of 
the undertaker, or of the person who conducts a funeral, or who 
buries or deposits in a tomb the body of any deceased person, to 
obtain the facts required," and to report them to the town clerk. 
The penalties and compensations of the la.w apply to any person 
who takes the part of an undertaker, whatever his position; 
whether a friend of the family, cofiBn maker, carpenter, or one who 
is appointed an undertaker by the town, or who follows that busi- 
ness regularly. This ought to be understood throughout our State. 
A burial of a human body, cannot be performed legally, without 
the facts required by the registration law being obtained for record, 
so far as may be ; and the person who buries or who superintends 
a funeral, is responsible for this, and liable to a fine for neglect. 
For doing his duty he is entitled to a small fee. 

It was formerly the duty of the physician to obtain the required 
information, and report it to the town clerk. But in some cases 
of fatal illness, no physician has been called ; frequently no one 
has seen the sick person for weeks before death ; in many country 
towns, patients die who live at a distance of miles from any phy- 
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Bician, and were not visited by one for some time before death. In 
many such cases, it Is found that physicians will not go out of thoir 
way to ascertain the particulars about the deceased person, and 
report them to the town clerk ; under a law which provides them 
no compenaatioa. The proper person to be made responsible, is 
evidently the one who has to do with the dead body; and whose 
duties therefore begin after the death has occurred. At the same 
time, as a record of the causes of deaths is of high importance, and 
as no one can name the cause so well as the physician, where there 
was one, — it is made the doty of the physician to certify the cause 
of death, with its date and the name of the deceased. This cer- 
tificate is either to be left with the family very soon after the death, 
or given to the person who acts as undertaker. This last person 
is answerable for obtaining it, and making report to the town 
clerk. 

We believe this plan to bo the best that the nature of our insti- 
tntions allows. In some countries of continental Europe, one ad- 
ditional mode of verifying the assigned cause of dcatli, prevails. 
Besides the attending physician's certificate, a medical examiner, 
appointed by government, visits the dead body, makes such inquiry 
as ho thinks necessary, and forms Ms own opinion of the cause of 
death. We have a similar rule in the case of sudden deaths which 
may be thought to have been caused by violence or casualty, and 
in deaths occurring in prisons ; except that the coroner who takea 
notice of such cases, la not, as he ought to be, a medical man. This 
particular point has been agitated in our country; and we hope 
the policy will prevail, so obviously proper, of appointing none 
but men of medical education to this office. There are, moreover, 
some good reasons why the coroner, or medical examiner of the 
State, should inquire into deaths preceded by sickness, aa well as 
those supposed to be caused by violence or casualty. Jn case of 
epidemic diseases and general alarm, such a rule might be carried 
out; but not, probably, in all cases of death in common seasons, 
even in cities, without offense and difficulty. Tet occasional epi- 
demics arc far less destructive, and less controllable, generally 
speaking, than many diseases which we have among us every year. 
When this comes to be well understood, that the diseases common 
in our cities and compact villages, and along the borders of some 
_pf our mill-streams and ponds, cause many more deaths, in a series 
f years, than cholera or other special epidemics, while their causes 
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are as much, if not more, under the control of sanitary measures- 
public opinion may demand a more complete observance of our pres- 
ent registration laws ; and even new and more careful modes of 
ascertaining the number, causes, and all attendant circumstances; 
of deaths. 

The number of deaths registered in 1857, was greater than has 
ever been recorded in any one year in this State, either under the 
State law, or in aqy other mode. The figures, in each of the last 
four years, have been : 

1864. 1866. 1866. 1867. 

1,720. 1,846. 2,042. 2,325. 

The increase from 1856 to 1857, was greater than in any year be- 
fore. This cannot have been owing to an actual increase of mor- 
tality. Providence city reports 141 fewer deaths than in 1856, and 
fewer deaths than in any calendar year since the beginning of our 
series of registration reports. Bristol county, which does better 
than any other "whole county, reports fewer deaths in 1857 than 
in 1855, and only one more than in 1856. The increase is, there- 
fore, in those parts of the State which have hitherto been most de- 
ficient. Some towns, as Warwick, Cumberland, North Providence 
and Coventry, as well as the city of Newport, have sent much more 
complete reports than formerly. Though Newport was visited 
with a severe epidemic of scarlatina, in the latter part of the year, 
we have no doubt, that in the whole State, the mortality of the 
year was less than that of the year preceding ; and the increased 
number of recorded deaths depended on an improvement in the 
registration. I still think it probable, that a quarter of the deaths 
which took place in the State, in 1857, were not recorded. 

The ratio of mortality to population in this State, cannot be 
estimated from our data. In the city of Providence, the deaths 
were about one to fifty -four of the living population, as estimated 
by the City Registrar; a very low rate of mortality for a city of 
about 50,000 inhabitants. 

Season.— The excess of deaths, in 1857, over the number in 
1856, was almost confined to the last four months; the excess for 
the year being 283, and that in September, October, November 
and December, being 268. Their distribution through the parts 
of the year, was quite peculiar. The following table will show 
that the ratio of monthly deaths to the whole deaths of the year, 
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was above the average in January, October, November and De- 
cember, and below the average in all the other months. The only 
material excess was in the last three months. In August, the pro- 
portion was four per cent, less than the average ; that month hav- 
ing, for four years previous, had 13.57 per cent, of the deaths, and 
in 1857, only 9.42 per cent. It is uncommon for any month to 
surpass August, in mortality. 

MONTHLY PERCENTAGE OF DEATHS. 





Jan. 

7.36 

7.91 

.55 


Feb. 

7.25 
6.67 


Mar. 

8.43 
7.48 


Apr. 

7.26 
6.24 


May. 

7.07 
6.92 


June. 

6.56 
6,32 


July. 

9.17 
7.61 


Aug. 

13.57 
9.42 


Sept. 

10.68 
10.50 


Oct. 

8.55 

1058 

2.03 


Not. 

7.22 

10.28 

3.06 


Dec. 

6.88 

10.07 

3.19 


Total. 


1853-56 

1857 


100.00 
100.00 


1857+ 




1857— 


.58 


".95 


1.02 


15 


.24 


1.56 


4 15 


".18 






.... 


















• • . • 









The next table shows the distribution of the mortality through 
the several quarters of the year, in each of the five years past, and 
also in an average of the four preceding 1857. This mode of 
grouping enables us to see the results more clearly, and contrast 
the year before us with those preceding it, more easily. We see 
that in every former year, the third quarter, consisting of July, 
August and September, has had more deaths than any other ; but 
in 1857, the fourth quarter had considerably more, and had, also, 
a much higher proportion than in any one of the several years next 
preceding. 

PERCENTAGE OF DEATHS IN EACH QUARTER. 



QUARTERS OF 
THK TEAR. 


1868. 


1864. 


1855. 


1866. 


1853-1866. 
inclusive. 


1857. 


1st qnarter 

2d qaarter 

3d qaarter 

4th qaarter 


22.79 
21.90 
32.04 
23.27 


20.55 
18.92 
41.15 
19.38 


22.35 
21.54 
33.21 
22.90 


25.91 
21.35 
27.96 
24.78 


23.04 
20.89 
33.42 
22.65 


22.06 
19.48 
27.53 
30.93 


Total 


100.00 


100.00 100.00 100.00 


100.00 


100.00 



These four quarters may fairly enough be called winter, spring, 
summer and autumn; (the first quarter answering to winter, &c.) 
it being remembered that acute diseases are likely to appear in 
the lists of mortality a few weeks after the date of their onset, 
and therefore to be most frequent, in these records, a little after 
the period when their exciting causes are most prevalent. The 
excessive heat of our summers, evidently has more efi'ect than the 
great cold of our winters, and adds considerably to our mortality; 
both by the direct effect of heat in inducing disease, and by its 
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• 
favoring decomposition, and thus helping to fill the air with subtile 
but poisonous impurities. It appears, that in Rhode Island, the 
summer of 1857 was marked by less fatal sickness than common, 
but the autumn by more ; the deaths in autumn being much more 
numerous, absolutely, than the year before ; and their proportion 
to the total deaths of the year being eight per cent, higher than in 
the average of four years next preceding, and much higher than in 
any one of those years. By examining the several causes of deaths, 
we shall find that diarrhoea and dysentery were less destructive 
than in former years ; while typhoid fever, influenza, pneumonia, 
bronchitis, croup, scarlatina, were more so ; and that a consider- 
ably higher proportion of the deaths ascribed to all these causes, 
as well as to old age, occurred in autumn, than was the case in for- 
mer years. 

It is curious to note the dififerences in the comparative mortality 
of the seasons, in diflferent parts of the world. No general law 
prevails, but the seasons of greatest mortality vary under the in- 
fluence of local causes, and according to the kinds of epidemics 
which prevail the most. Hippocrates and Celsus called spring the 
most healthy and least fatal of the seasons, and autumn the oppo- 
site ; and an aphorism of Celsus arranges the four quarters of the 
year, as to their fatality, in the same order that they occupy in 
our present results for the year 1857. ♦ From the records of sev- 
eral years, during the past century, in the cities of Philadelphia, 
Paris and Berlin, it appears that the greatest mortality falls in 
spring at Paris, in summer at Philadelphia and Berlin j the small- 
est, in winter at Philadelphia, and in autumn at Paris and Berlin. 
In England, winter is the most fatal, and summer the least fatal, of 
the four seasons ; but the inequalities are less than in this country. 

A table, on page 34, shows the number and proportion of deaths 
in each month of the year, in a period of five years. In computing 
the percentages, the months were reduced to periods of equal 
length. 

Sex. — The excess of females over males, among those who died, 
was unusually great, in the year 1857 ; there having been, in every 
hundred, 47.83 males, and 52.17 females; while in the aggregate 
of all past results, the percentages were 49.33 males, and 50.67 
females. While there is this slight excess of female deaths in a 
series of years, in the State at large, the city of Providence shows 
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nearly an eciual excess of male deaths, ia the past eighteen years, 
viz: 50.48 males, and 49.53 females, in each hundred, A similar 
result appears in Massachusetts ; female deaths preponderating ia 
the State, male deaths in Boston. I infer, from a remark of Dr. 
Josiah Curtis, in the Census of Boston for 1855, (page 53,) that 
such a difference between cities and other places, has been found 
to exist generally. I do not know how to account for this. By 
the latest censuses, the excess of females living was greater in 
..Providence than in the whole State. 



PI Age. — The average age of all who died was, in 1857, 28.95 
years; in the aggregate of five years and seven months, 28.20. 
■The difference between the several parts of the State, are a good 
deal less than formerly; and they will undoubtedly go on lessen- 
ing, if registration continues to improve in country towns. Hith- 
erto, Washington county has generally presented, in oiu- tables, a 
meaa duration of life twice as great as that in Providence city. 
This inequality is less in the abstract for 1851. Washington 
county always stands highest, and Providence city lowest, among 
the divisions of the State. Providence shows an uncommonly high 
average, more than four years higher than in 1S5G. Two impor- 
tant towns, Cumberland and North Providence, with somewhat 
copious returns, give a lower average than Providence. The town 
lowest in the scale, among those where the results are numerous 
enough to be worth anything, is Fall Eiver, where the average age 
at death, in 1857, was just twenty years. Females have averaged 
a greater age than males ; the difference being 3.80 years in 1857, 
and 2.35 years, iu the total of all our reports. The average age 
13, in all cases, obtained by adding up the years, months, and days 
of the ages of all the individuals, and dividing by the number of 
persons whose age at death is specified. 

It must not be supposed that the differences in reported longev- 
ity, even if our registration were complete, would measure the 
actual difference in the healthfulucss of places, or in the influence 
of climate and local circumstances, or occupations and habits, on 
the length of life. Such an idea has been expressed, and most 
erroneous inferences have been drawn from it. It has been sup- 
posed that the comparatively low average age of those who died 
in certain places, implied an enormous waste of life in those places ; 
n in fact it depended on the existence of a large proportion of 
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inhabitants within the marrying age, a great number of births, and 
few old people. These characteristics belong to manufacturing 
villages recently grown up, to all places lately settled by a large 
immigration under such circumstances as attracted mostly young 
and enterprising people of both sexes, to cities, as compared with 
country towns, and to New England compared with old England. 
The results for Lowell, Massachusetts, were styled by an English 
statistician, " ghastly," because the average age at death was below 
twenty, and in one year as low as sixteen. But at the same time, 
as shown by Mr. Shattuck, in his admirable Census of Boston, for 
1845, the proportionate mortality there was quite small. Lowell 
had been recently founded, was peopled to a great extent by 
operatives and young families, and of course had few old people, 
and many children and young adults, among its inhabitants. Some- 
thing like this is true of all our large cities. They^have a higher 
proportion of young adults and children than country towns; and 
the immigration of foreigners brings them a large mass of persons 
who it is known are disposed to multiply fast, as yell as to herd 
together in the unhealthiest parts of cities. In Providence, the 
City Registrar has presented the average age of those who died, 
classed by their parentage; and the average for 1857 was, 
among persons of American parentage, 31.19 years; among those 
of foreign parentage, 19.91 years. This continual introduction of 
a young and growing population from abroad, lowers the mean 
duration of life in our State, and in all the neighboring States. A 
paragraph ran through the newspapers, a few years ago, stating that 
the average length of life in Ireland was considerably higher than 
in England ; and many singular explanations were given, with dis- 
quisitions on the dietetic advantages of oatmeal and potatoes, &c. ; 
the true reason being that Ireland was drained, year after year, of 
a large part of its youth. The average would have been strangely 
altered, if all the living children of Ireland had been followed in 
their wanderings, and those who died were included in the calcu- 
lation. 

The proportions dying in each period of life, for five years and 
seven months, are shown in a table on page 37. In 1857, the pro- 
portion of children under five years old, was 36.61 in a hundred 
of all who died, or a little less than in previous reports ; that of 
persons who died at the age of sixty or over, was about 20 in a 
hundred, or one-fifth of all, being a good deal higher than common. 



1857.] 



DEATHS. 



73 



The diflference in the city of Providence was quite remarkable ; 
where the deaths under five years of age were 40.75 per cent, of 
all, or 5.16 per cent, less than in the previous year; while those 
over fifty years of age were 23.14 per cent., or 7 per cent, more 
than the year before, and much more than in any year for a long 
period. " During the year 1857," says the City Registrar, '• there 
were 96 deaths in the city of persons over 70 years of age, which 
was a much larger number than in any year since registration was 
commenced, in 1840." This difference between 1857 and former 
years was not so great in other parts of the State as in Providence. 
The following table will show the proportions of deaths at dif- 
ferent ages, in the year 1857, in the State at large, in Providence 
city, and in the county of Bristol ; also the proportion of the living 
who came within each period of life, by the latest censuses. 





DEATUIJ, 1867. Pkeoxstagb. 


POPULATION LIVING. 


PlBOBNTAOI. 


PERIODS 01' LIFB. 


Whole State. 


Providence 
city. 


Bristol 
county. 


Whole State. 
1860. 


Providence 
city. 1866. 


Bristol coun- 
ty. 1860- 


Under 1 


17.31 
9.95 
9.35 


21.40 

11.24 

8.11 


19.73 
2.04 
8.16 


• • • • 

• • • • 

• • ■ • 


• • • • 

• t • • 

• • • • 




1 to 2 




2 " 5 








All an^er5 

5 to 10 

10 " 20 


36.61 

4.93 
6.06 
9.95 
8.31 
6.92 
6.88 
6.75 
7.83 
4.59 
1.17 


40.75 

292 

5.95 

10.49 

10.59 

6.16 

7.14 

5.62 

6.38 

3.24 

.76 


29.93 

2.72 
7.48 

11.57 
8.85 
3.40 
6.12 
7.48 

14.97 

6.80 

.68 


12.01 

10.56 

20.61 

20.72 

14.32 

9.50 

6.05 

3.78 

1.79 

.07 


12.93 

10.58 

19.13 

23.52 

15.61 

9.09 

5.02 

2.65 

1.08 

.35 

.04 


10.37 

9.14 
21.22 


20 " 30 

30 " 40 


22.38 
14.20 


40 " 50 


9.24 


50 " 60 


6.28 


60 " 70 


4.33 


70 " 80 


2.26 


80 " 90 


.54 


90 and over 


.04 


Total 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 



We have before mentioned the diflFerent mortality of the two 
sexes, at diflFerent ages. The following table shows the percent- 
age of all the deaths in either sex, which fell within each divisional 
period of age. It also shows the proportion of male deaths to 
female deaths, in each period of life. 



10 



74 



FIFTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1857. 



DEATHS. Jmw 1st, 18S3— Dkobxbxr 31st, 18OT. 





DxATHi nr svxBT 100, of 


To ereiy MO 




DkATHS m SVBRT 100, OF 


To eTBiy 100 


PERIODS 






females who 
died, the 


PERIODS 
OF 






females who 


OF 










died, the 


LIVE. 


Males. 


Females. 


males were 


LIFE. 


Males. 


Females. 


males weie 


Under 1 


18.70 


14.52 


124.9 


40 to 50 . . 


8.27 


7.14 


112.4 


Ito 2. 


10.58 


10.21 


100.4 


50 " 60 . . 


7.21 


6.31 


110.7 


2 •* 5. 


10.66 


9.74 


106.1 


60 " 70 . . 


6.30 


6.15 


99.3 


5 " 10. 


5.46 


4.69 


112.6 


70 " 80 . . 


6.32 


7.34 


83.2 


10 " 15. 


1.76 


2.05 


83.0 


80 & over. 


4.07 


6.38 


61.7 


15 " 20. 
20 *'30. 


2.71 
9.58 


4.80 
11.42 


54.7 
81.3 










Total .... 


100.00 


100.00 


96.9 


30 "40. 


8.38 


9.25 


87.8 











Of the males, about eight in twenty die under five years of age ; 
of the females, less than seven in twenty. This remarkable sex- 
ual diflFerence has been observed, we believe, in all States and 
countries where vital statistics have been collected. It shows it- 
self at a very early age ; the excess of males being still greater 
among the still-born than among the deaths in the first years of 
life. It is only in part explained by the excess of male births. In 
the period embraced in our reports, 105 males have been born to 
every 100 females ; but within the first year after birth, there have 
died about 125 males, to every 100 females. This proves a differ- 
ent sexual organization, dating from the very beginning of life. 
The nature of the diflFerence is unknown. The following remarks, 
by Dr. Gouverneur Emerson, of Philadelphia, are interesting in this 
connection. *< It is well known that the number of male children 
at birth, considerably exceeds that of female children. But this 
preponderance of males is soon lost, by reason of their greater 
mortality ; so that the numbers of the two sexes, living at the age 
of ten years, are very nearly equal ; and at the fifteenth year, the 
living females outnumber the males about as much as the males 
did the females at birth. If the particular diseases which prove 
fatal to children be examined, it will be found that those of males 
are inflammatory affections of the organs of respiration, circula- 
tion and nutrition, but more especially inflammations of the brain 
and appendages, with the ordinary consequences, serous effusions 
and convulsions. On the other hand, the principal diseases of 
which female children die, in greatest proportion, are hooping 
cough, small pox, scarlet fever, measles, thrush and consumption." 
The diseases most fatal to young boys are those which attack 
" subjects in whom the energies of life are most highly developed." 
Those most fatal to young girls, are of the kind *< most liable to 
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prove fatal where the forces of organic life are comparatively 
feeble." These remarks are supported by large masses of facts, 
drawn from different countries.* These results, in regard to young 
children, are curious in a physiological view. Those in relation 
to grown persons, are valuable in the construction of life-tables ; 

^^ind the computations necessary for the Bafe management of life- 

^^feBnrance and annuities. 

^H Twenty-seven deaths occurred at the age of 90 or over, in 1857. 

^TPhirteon were aged 90; six, 91; four,92; two, 94; one, 99 years ' 
11 months; and one, 103 years, six months, 5 days. Ten were 
males, and seventeen females. Two died in February ; 4, in March ; 

^8, in April; 2, in June; 1, in August; 3, in September ; 4,inOcto- 

Hber; 5, ia November; 3, in December; more than half in the last 

^pthird of the year. The causes of death assigned, were, cancer, 1 ; 
influenza, 1 ; senile gangrene, 1 ; paralysis, 1 ; pneumonia, 1 ; all 
the rest, old age. The centenarian was a laborer, born in Ireland, . 
_'ffho died in Providence, in March. 

[ Color. — Of the 86 deaths of colored persons recorded in 1S57, 
Q were of males ; 46 females. Their average age was 33.25 years. 1 
rhe proportion under five years old was about 29 in a hundred; 
war sixty years of age, 26 in a hundred; showing a large pro- 
portion of aged persons among them. In four years and seven 
bonths, the deaths of colored persons have been 335 ; males, 154 ; 
^►males, 178; of unknown sex, 3; the deaths being fifty-seven 
bore than the births of colored children. An examination of the 
birth-places of the colored adults who died, or who married, or 
became parents, during the year, indicates that the tendency 
toward Kcro, shown by this comparison of the number of deaths 
and births, is in part eonnteracted by immigration from the 
Southern States. One or two persons of partly Indian blood are 
^Bpcluded with the colored ; and the distinction of black and mulatto 
^K seldom noted in the returns. 

1 Nativity. — Our first table in tbe retrospect, shows the number 

of deaths of American-born and foreign-born persons in each town 
and county, in a period of five years and seven months. The pro- 

*8oe Report of Committee on Medical Sciences of American Hedlcal Aasodatian, 16S0, 
by Usher Parsons, M. D. Tho part of this report relaling to vital staUsttcB WM eommani- 
dby Dr.EmorEon, amBmUeroflliocc 
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portions of foreign deaths in that time to the whole number of 
deaths of persons whosQ nativity was specified, were as follows: 
in Bristol county, 7.7 in every 100 ; in Kent county, 8.6 ; in New- 
port county, 8.7 ; in the towns of Providence county, 19.6 ; in the 
city of Providence, 22.7 ; and in Washington county, 2.2 in every 
100. In the whole State, 18.1 in each 100 were of foreign birth; 
leaving, of course, 81.9 per cent, of American birth, unknown 
nativities being excluded. The persons of foreign birth living in 
the State in 1850, were 16.17 in every hundred of all the inhabi- 
tants. The per centage of foreign deaths in the year 1854, when 
cholera prevailed, stood as high as 26.96 ; in each year since that, 
the percentage has been about 16, namely, in 1855, 15.66 ; in 1856, 
16.34; and in 1857, 15.91. In the year 1857, the natives of the 
United States who died in this State, were 1913. The natives of 
Ireland were 280; of Great Britain, 60 ; of British America, 11; 
of Germany, 4 ; Prance, 3 ; West Indies, 2 ; Italy and Norway, 
each 1. 

Parentage. — The birth-place of the parents of those who died 
is stated more frequently than in former years. We have found 
reasons to suspect that sometimes the term parentage, in the 
blanks, was not properly understood by the town-clerks, some of 
whom omitted making this entry on that account, while others 
may have filled it out erroneously, in a few instances. It is in- 
tended that in cases where both parents of the deceased persons 
were born in the United States, the parentage shall be entered as 
American ; ' Am.' is suflScient. Where both were born in Ireland, 
' Ir.' may be entered. If the father was born in the United States 
and the mother in Ireland, *A. and Ir.' will indicate this. 

We have the parentage of 1902 persons who died in 1857 re- 
corded. Classifying them by the birth-place of the fathers^ 1215 
were of American parentage ; 538 of Irish; 112 British; 14 Ger- 
man ; 7 British American ; 6 French ; 3 African ; and 7 other for- 
eign. Thus, while the deaths of Americans, if we classify them 
by nativity, were 84.09 per cent, of all ; if we classify them by 
parentage, they were but 63.88 per cent, of all. The deaths of 
Irish-born persons were about one-eighth of all the deaths, but 
more than a quarter (27.23 per cent.) of all who died were chil- 
dren of Irish fathers. In Fall River, our first table gives less than 
a fifth of the deaths as foreign, defining them by the nativity ; while 
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one-half of the deaths in that town were foreign, if we class them 
by parentage. The average age at death, among those of foreign 
parentage in that town, was 15.73 years ; among those of Ameri- 
can parentage, 24.57. Every one of the natives of the United 
States whose parents were Irish, who died in that town, was a 
child. Most, if not all of them, were probably living in Irish fam- 
ilies, nnder the circumstances and influences belonging to the class 
of which their parents were members. The facts for that town 
are a fair specimen of the facts elsewhere, except that the propor- 
tion of foreign families is larger than in most other places, and the 
effect of this large alien element is more obvious. We have already 
mentioned the great difference in the average age of those who 
died in these two classes, in Providence city. In the American 
class, less than a third of all who died in that city, were children 
under five years of age ; in the foreign class, more than half. In 
the American class, more than a fifth of all who died had survived 
the sixtieth year of life ; in the foreign class, a little more than a 
tenth. 

Still Born. — The excess of males over females among the still- 
born, is the most remarkable fact we notice in regard to them. 
In five years and seven months, the percentages have been, males 
62, and females 38 ; or 163 male to 100 female children. The 
numbers have been, males, 403 ; females, 247 ; sex unspecified, 29. 
In five years, the still-born and premature births, reported as such, 
have been thus distributed through the months : in January, 40 ; 
February, 48 ; March, 58 ; April, 50 ; May, 53 ; June, 48 ; July, 60 ; 
August, 75 ; September, 53 ; October, 45 ; November, 55 ; Decem- 
ber, 55. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH. 



In undertaking to represent the statistics of the causes of death, 
we come to deal with facts which are much harder to define, and 
more surrounded by uncertainties, than those which have occupied 
us hitherto. The fact that a death has occurred, and that the in- 
dividual was of such an age, sex, and origin, may be believed on 
the strength of information given by his friends and neighbors. 
But when we are told that he died of consumption, or pneumonia, 
or old age, we cannot be so certain of the term being correctly 
used. This vagueness in the use of words is bad enough, even 
among educated physicians ; but when we are collating the returns 
drawn from many towns, the causes of (Jeath certified by medical 
attendants of all sorts, and in many cases by none at all, we have 
so great chances of uncertainty, as to sometimes lead statisticians 
to despair of obtaining any general truths from such sources. But 
the experience of England within the past twenty years, shows 
conclusively that proper regulations of law, aided by the active 
interest of physicians, may secure most valuable general results in 
regard to the prevalence of diseases, even throughout a populous 
country. The State of Massachusetts has presented the statistics 
of fatal diseases very fully, in the admirable Registration Reports, 
which have been issued for fifteen years ; though their value is 
much lessened by the fact, that the laws of that State do not re- 
quire a certificate of the causes of death to be given by the physi- 
cian. These statistics enable us, first, to show the reason of many 
of those peculiar influences of age, sex, situation, &c., upon the 
mortality, which our tables of deaths prove to exist, but do not 
explain ; and, secondly, to show the habitudes and laws of the 
several diseases themselves. 

In classifying the causes of death, we have adhered to the plan 
followed for many years in England, and adopted in Massachusetts 
and in the former Rhode Island reports. We have made only one 
or two changes of detail, of which the most important one is, to 
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put puerperal fever under the head of zymotic diseases, where it 
certainly belongs. The evidence of the infectious or communica- 
ble character of this disease is conclusive, and the fact is one of 
so great practical importance, that we deemed it our duty to em- 
body it in our classification. 

Within a few years, a slightly different classification of diseases 
has been followed in the English reports, and our friends in Mas- 
sachusetts have adopted this new plan, without waiting for the 
decision of any statistical congress on the subject. At the Con- 
gress held at Paris, in 1855, which brought together many of the 
ablest statisticians of Europe, this plan was submitted by its 
author, Mr. Parr, of England, and another plan by M. Marc d' 
Espine, of Geneva. Each of these eminent gentlemen had directed 
the registration of causes of death in his own country ; and they 
had been specially charged with the duty of presenting to this 
Congress a plan for the classification of diseases. The two agreed 
on a nomenclature, or list of names of causes of death, to be rec- 
ommended for use in different countries. They agreed on the fol- 
lowing general divisions of deaths : 1. Still-born. 2. Deaths by 
congenital debility. 3. Deaths by malformation. 4. Deaths by 
old age. 5. Deaths by violence ; divided into suicide, homicide, 
war, legal executions, and casualties. 6. Deaths by distinctly 
specified disease. 7. Deaths by diseases not distinctly specified. 
8. Deaths by unknown causes. But they submitted two essentially 
distinct systems for the arrangement of fatal diseases. The English 
statistician classifies them as zymotic or sporadic, — terms which we 
have defined in former reports. This division is certainly the 
most directly instructive in all relations of the subject to public 
health. The Genevan plan divides diseases into acute or chronic, 
a distinction more easily determined, since it depends mainly on 
the duration of the sickness. The Congress adopted the nomen- 
clature, but adjourned to a future congress the consideration of 
these plans of classification. Neither, therefore, according to our 
latest intelligence, has received the sanction of this body. It has 
seemed to me better to wait till some more decisive conclusion is 
known, before changing the plan followed in former reports, for 
one which is rather more complicated, and in some respects less 
satisfactory to my own mind. The excellent Kentucky Reports 
have not adopted the new propositions of Mr. Farr. The most 
prominent differences between this new plan and that followed in 
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the earlier English reports, are these. It creates a system of class- 
es and orders, — five classes, each divided into orders, which com- 
plicates the arrangement rather more. It enlarges the definition 
of zymotic diseases, so as to include, not merely those produced 
by specific causes, but certain results of insufficient or improper 
diet, scurvy, intempei*ance (alcoholismus) and others. It creates a 
new class, called developmental diseases ; — ^^ special diseases, the 
incidental result of the formative, reproductive and nutritive pro- 
cesses," which includes the still-born, malformation, teething, child- 
birth, old age, &c. It makes another class, entitled, constitutional 
diseases, divided into two orders ; one the tubercular, and the 
other not so well defined, styled diathetic diseases, including can- 
cer, dropsy, gangrene, &c. 

In our present report, in addition to the usual tables of causes 
of death, for the year 1857, we have others, including the results 
of past registration. In one long table, we show the several causes, 
arranged in classes, and give the number of deaths by each cause 
and each class of causes, arranged by counties, by sex, and by age. 
This table covers a period of five years and seven months. An- 
other table shows the number of deaths in each month, by every 
one of certain selected causes, for five years past. In former re- 
ports, our comments on this part of the subject were a good deal 
lengthened by the partial review of preceding reports ; but we 
can now refer to the preliminary tables f6r a pretty complete 
abstract of the facts hitherto observed in Rhode Island. 

The following table shows how many deaths in each hundred 
from known causes, were ascribed to each class of causes, in the 
whole State and in every county, in the sum total of our reports. 
It also shows the same thing for the whole number of diseases of 
the respiratory organs, zymotic and others included ; for the whole 
number of diseases of the digestive organs ; and for one single dis- 
ease, consumption, which in itself, it will be seen, is more fatal 
than any but two of the classes of causes of death. Similar calcu- 
lations may be made in regard to other single diseases, from the 
figures in the preliminary table which begins on page 38. 
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PEBCEMIAQE OF DEATHS BY SEVERAL CLASSES OF CAC5ES. ^M 
JnxH laT, 1SS2— Dbcbubeb SIst, 1S£7. ^H 


c..»so„«„. 


«..,.« 


COUNTIES. ^H 


BHslDl. 


K..t. 


Newport. 


ProridBn™. 


....^ 


AllBpeelfied cnnaea.... 

Zymotic diseases 

Sporadic dlfleasefl, of un- 


100.00 
30.72 

a.93 
13.73 
26.77 

3.99 

4.99 
.73 

1.13 

lis 

4,87 
4.55 


100.00 
23.43 

14.54 
15.83 
S4.S8 
3,8S 
5.01 
.48 
1.20 
.48 

6,95 
3.23 


100.00 
19.43 

9.61 
11,04 
31.29 
4.09 
5.33 
2.25 
.61 

!21 

10.63 
Oil 


lOO.OO 
25,09 

0.89 
13.00 
24.73 

3.58 
5.44 

l'.61 
.49 
.12 

10.88 
3.96 


100.00 
33.14 

8.15 
13.70 
86.65 
2.83 
4.97 
.61 
1.13 
.48 
.18 

352 


10O.0fl "^^ 
23.93 ' 

lales 

2.99 
1.38 
.43 


Ncrrotifl System 

Clrculalory Syfltam 

■Dlp!iti¥C SyiWin 

Urinary System 

locomotive System.... 
IntegnmontiTO Sysiera. 


Eternal Caases 


_j1H respiralory diseases. 
AU dlgeati™ diseasee. . , 


30.33 
19.41 
20.00 


30.21 
11.15 
15.ai 


33 94 
11.04 
21.68 


28.43 
13,23 
18.16 


30 61 
31.61 
20.48 


30.00 
12.82 

IT.QQ 


In Newport county, the deaths by zymotic diseases are slightly 
more numerous than those by sporadic diseases of the respiratory 
organs; in Providenco county, the peculiarities of which depend ^^ 
almost wholly on the large city, they are a good deal more num^i-^^H 
Dus; while in all the other counties, the deaths in the rcapirator;^^B 
class, considerably exceed those in the zymotic. In Kent, co[i<^^| 
sumption alooe is charged with two per cent, more deaths thaqi^| 

proportion of deaths by all respiratory diseases, zymotic included, 
is pretty uniform in the several counties; that of deaths by aZ/ 
digestive diseases, is in marked excess in the connty {and city) of 
Providence. Consumption is charged with exactly one-fifth of all 
the deaths by known causes, which is undoubtedly a higher pro- 
portion than the truth. The high proportion attributed to old 
age in Washington, Newport and Kent counties, shows imperfect 
registration, — implying a larger ratio of deaths of old people than 
can have really occurred, owing to the neglect of deaths of chil- 
dren, and also implying a habit of using this convenient term iq^H 
many cases where some specific disease really produced the deatlu^H 
We think it, therefore, a good sign of the state of registration, and ^^ 
not any proof of lessening longevity or health, that this ratio of 
deaths attributed to old age, out of Providence city, is diminishing, 

^1 
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assigned to this cause. The proportion ascribed to external or 
violent causes is pretty uniform, if we consider the different lia- 
bilities of the several towns, arising from the yarying kinds of la- 
bor commonly followed in them. 

Our preliminary table, which begins on page 38, affords inter- 
esting material for studying the cause of mortality at different 
ages. The deaths by specified causes in each period of life, may 
be analyzed, and the proportion due to each several cause or 
class of causes be ascertained. We shall not try to do this fully. 
Of the deaths by known causes in children under five, more than 
half (50.8 per cent.) were assigned to zymotic diseases ; more than 
a fifth (20.4 per cent.) to diseases of the nervous system; more 
than a tenth, (10.7 per cent.) to sporadic diseases of the respira- 
tory system; not quite a twentieth (4.9 per cent.) to sporadic 
diseases of the digestive organs ;' and 2.2 per cent, to accidents, 
violence, and maltreatment. 

Of the deaths between twenty and forty years of age, 17.9 per 
cent, were charged to zymotic diseases ; 6.1 per cent, to those of 
the nervous system ; 52.5 per cent., or more than half, to those of 
the respiratory class ; 3.00 per cent, to those of the generative 
system ; 7.1 per cent, to external causes, &c. Of the deaths at 
seventy years old and over, 8.3 per cent, were ascribed to zymo- 
tics; 11.2 per cent, to diseases of the nervous system; 15.5 per 
cent, to respiratory diseases ; and 40.4 per cent., or more than 
two-fifths, to old age. Of the particular diseases most fatal at the 
last-mentioned stage of life, apoplexy and paralysis were charged 
with 99 deaths; consumption (quite incorrectly we believe) with 
89 ; dropsy with 62 ; heart disease with 55 ; pneumonia and pleu- 
risy with 44; dysentery with 21 ; while 418 deaths were attribu- 
ted to old age. No doubt many of these last ought to have been 
put under other heads.* 

We have not time to follow out these instructive inquiries. Like 
analyses might be made of the causes of death in the two sexes, 
and in the different seasons, as well as at each single period of life. 
But we must be content with leaving these materials in the pre- 

* In Day's Treatise on the diseases of old age, is a table of the causes of death in persons 
60 years old or more, drawn from the English Registration Reports for five years; and ac- 
cording to that table, the proportion of the deaths in this period of life, attributed to old 
Age, was larger in England than in our own reports. 
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liminary tables of the Retrospect, and say a few words of the pecu- 
liarities of the year 1857. 

It has been seen that the proportion of deaths recorded in 
autumn, was unusually high the past year. This may have been 
partly owing to the improvement in registration, caused by the 
amended law. But the unusually small proportion in August, the 
high ratio in autumn in Providence city, where records have been 
very complete for some years, and a careful examination of the 
assigned causes of death, convince me that the last quarter of the 
year was actually more destructive to life than is common in this 
State. The following table may throw some light on the reasons 
of this. 





Percentage of whole mortality 
which was ascrihed to each cause. 


Percentage of the deaths hy each 

cause that occurred in the fourth 

quarter. 




In all past reports. 


In 1857. 


1863-56. 


1857. 


Inflaenza, bronchitis, ] 
pleurisy, pneumo- > . . 
nia, croup ) 

Old affe 


8.03 

4.60 
692 
2.87 
7.73 


11.37 

5.76 
7.11 
3.68 
5.66 


29.2 

232 
21.5 

42.7 
19.3 


42.1 
33.6 


2r "* "ft^* •••••••••••••••• 

Scarlatina 


41.5 


Typhoid Fever 


47.4 


Diarrhoea and Dysentery. 


30.8 



By this table, it will be understood that 11.37 in a hundred of 
all the deaths, in 1857, were assigned to influenza and the diseases 
grouped with it ; while, in the aggregate of all former reports, only 
8.03 in a hundred were so assigned ; and that of all the deaths by 
these same diseases, 42.1 in a hundred took place in the fourth 
quarter in 1857, but only 29.2 in a hundred in the four years pre- 
ceding. All the causes of death mentioned in this table, were un- 
usually fatal in the fourth quarter, compared with other parts of 
the year ; and all except diarrhoea and dysentery were more fatal 
in the year as a whole than they had been previously. The unu- 
sual fatality of these causes in the last three months of 1857, occa- 
sioned the unusual distribution of the deaths of the last year. 

Influenza caused fifteen deaths. Twelve of the victims were 
females. Seven were children under 5 years old, seven were over 
60, leaving but one in intermediate periods of life. Two-thirds of 
these deaths were in the city of Providence, in which the influenza 
amounted to an epidemic, in the last three or four months of tha 
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year. Four-fifths of them occurred in the last quarter of the year; 
and of the 133 deaths ascribed to pneumonia and bronchitis; 53 
were in the same quarter. Influenza is particularly dangerous to 
old persons, and of the deaths assigned to old age, one-third were 
in the last quarter of the year — some of them undoubtedly hastened 
by the same epidemic influence. 

The degree of moisture and heat in a year, may naturally be sup- 
posed to have some part in causing or increasing the prevalence of 
a disease, which has so much the character of what we commonly 
call a cold. From the meteorological reports of Professor Cas- 
well, of Brown University, I learn that in Providence, the temper- 
ature of the first half of the year was lower than the average of 
twenty-six years past ; that of the last half was higher. The mean 
temperature of the first quarter was 2.4 degrees below the aver- 
age ; of the second quarter, 3.2 below the average ; of the third 
quarter, about half a degree above; and of the fourth quarter, 2.3 
degrees above the average ; of the whole year, nearly a degree 
below the average. The greatest deviation from the usual range 
of temperature was in January, that month being the coldest 
known for a quarter of a century, and 11.2 degrees below the 
average for January. February was six degrees warmer than the 
average of February. August was two degrees hotter than its 
average ; but no days of extreme heat were recorded through the 
summer. The amount of rain and snow which fell was in excess ; 
in first quarter, 2.19 inches; second quarter, 2.37 inches; third 
quarter, 1.01 inch; and in the last quarter was 1.36 inch less than 
the average. It may be that the large amount of rain, falling in the 
first nine months of the year, with the low average temperature, 
held back the natural evaporation, which was then increased by 
the warm autumn, at a period when the nights are lengthening and 
the damps of evening are particularly dangerous. This may pos- 
sibly have had some agency in causing the prevalent unhealthiness 
of the autumn of 1857, but such speculations are quite uncertain. 

The common summer-complaints, cholera infantum^ cholera morbus^ 
diarrhoea and dysentery, were charged with only about nine per 
cent, of the deaths by known causes, instead of about thirteen per 
cent, as in former reports. The percentage was almost as small 
the year before. The lessened proportion of deaths by these dis- 
eases was quite remarkable through the summer months ; and may 
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be partly owing to the absence of yery severe heat. In autumn, 
as shown by our last table, diarrhoea and dysentery became more 
fatal than they are usually in that season. I am informed that 
dysentery was quite severe in some part of Hopkinton, early in 
the autumn, and have written to that town to learn the particulars, 
but received no answer. Thi^ee females, all over 50 years old^ 
two of them sisters, were reported as dying of dysentery in that 
town, in autumn. 

Scarlatina became quite prevalent and fatal in the last part of 
the year, more than a third of the deaths by it occurring in 
November and December. It was particularly severe in those 
months in Newport county and Warwick. Of the 47 deaths by 
scarlatina in Newport county, 4 occurred in October, 13 in Novem- 
ber and 15 in December. The deaths in that county were, 23 of 
males, 24 of females; 30 below five years of age, 13 between five 
and ten, 3 between ten and twenty ; and one — a married woman 
of Irish birth — at 38. All but two were natives of the United 
States; all white; 30 of American and 17 of foreign parentage. 
Thirty-seven died in Newport city; 15 in the first ward, 6 in the 
second, 3 in the third, 3 in the fourth, and 10 in the fifth ; six died 
in Fall River. I have reason to suppose that many more deaths 
by scarlatina occurred than were reported. In Warwick, 19 
deaths were recorded, of which 3 were in October, 7 in November, 
and five in December. Every town in Providence county had at 
at least one death by scarlatina ; 18 occurred in North Providence, 
and 16 in Cumberland. The deaths in the towns of this county 
were more equally spread over the year, some occurring in every 
month ; 11 in June, 7 in September, 7 in December. In the aggre- 
gate of four years previous, only 4 deaths by scarlatina had been 
reported as taking place in September, in the whole State. Prov- 
idence city had fewer deaths by this disease in 1857, than usual; 
and none were reported from Bristol county. In the State, the 
parentage of 139 was stated, of which 83 were American, 56 
foreign. 

A single death by yellmo fever was reported in Providence ; a 
mariner, born in England, aged 28; who died in the Marine 
Hospital. 
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The entire absence of deaths by small pox and varioloid, in the 
returns for 1857, will be observed. This, and the small propor- 
tion of deaths by summer-complaints in the city of Providence, are 
gratifying circumstances. 

The differences in the causes of death, in successive years, are 
found princi}»ally in the class of zymotic diseases. In respect to 
other diseases, the particulars are so fully given in our prelimin- 
ary tables, both for the year 1857, and for the aggregate of regis- 
tration in this State, that it is unnecessary to make further com- 
ments on them. Under the head of brain, diseases of, are put one 
case of "tuberculosis of the brain," age 16, and three cases of 
softening, ages 2, 34, and 83. One which we tabulate as spirted 
cord, disease of, is reported, " disease of spinal marrow, terminating 
in delirium tremens, totally disconnected with the use of alcoholic 
drinks." Two cases of trismus nascentium are placed under the 
head tetamis; other cases were from injury. Two cases of imper- 
fect expansion of lungs were reported "atelectasis pulmonum," and 
" paralysis of lungs." Under heart, disease of, we have hypertrophy, 
valvular disease, ossification of valves, carditis, and " dropsy on 
the heart." Most of the cases of disease of the throat were returned 
as quinsy, — three in the town of Warren. Under liver, disease of, 
are two of chronic hepatitis, two of cirrhosis. Of the deaths by 
disease of the kidneys, 7 were Bright's disease, one was reported 
nephritis. Two by disease of the skin, were reported eczema 
and pemphigus. Under the name of child birth, are deaths by 
puerperal convulsions, abortion and hemorrhage, puerperal debil- 
ity and diarrhoea, and rupture of the uterus, — one from each cause ; 
besides nine returned simply as child birth, and eight by puerperal 
fever, which we place among zymotic diseases. 

Besides the above instances, which may be of interest to a med- 
ical inquirer, a long list might be made of queer phrases and speci- 
mens of original orthography. As long as physicians neglect to 
certify causes of death, and to write them plainly when they use 
technical terms, these errors must be expected. I give the follow- 
ing as specimens of these curiosities, from the returns for 1857 : — 
dispsey, cronic diorea, scroffulus, mesels, rum consumption, tipp 
fever, parolisis, diaphraquities, cstritis, cholora phantom, acute 
hydrafee, spasmodic, P. Neumonia, albominica, cramp convulsion 
fits. 
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Old age was named as the cause of death in a larger number of 
cases than usual ; although in those counties where it appears to 
have been usually charged with too high a proportion, on ac- 
count of the negligence which we have adverted to elsewhere, its 
proportion of deaths was smaller. In Providence, the deaths of 
aged persons were uncommonly numerous. There were more 
deaths by old age in the closing, than in the first naonths of the 
year ; though a few old persons must have had their deaths has- 
tened by the extreme cold of January. But the unexplained epi- 
demic influence which caused so much extra mortality, ascribed to 
various heads, near the end of the year, was more fatal than the 
severe cold and storms of the previous winter. 

Among the external and violent causes of death, several are 
specified in the original returns more minutely than they could be 
in our tables. Under the head of casualty^ nine deaths were 
caused by falls under various circumstances ; five, by the fall of 
some heavy body — as a derrick, stone, wagon-body; &c. — on the 
person ; two persons were operatives, injured in mills, their ages 
being 13 and 55 ; two deaths were caused by the explosion of a 
steam-boiler in Providence ; six, by various injuries sustained on 
railroads, &c. Three cases of injury, followed by lock-jaw, were 
placed under the head of tetanus ; the several injuries being, cut- 
ting the foot, amputation of the arm, and injuries in the upsetting 
of a carriage. One death by poisoning was that of a child, to whom 
croton oil was given by mistake for castor oil ; one, of a woman 
who accidentally took an over-dose of opium ; one was a case of 
lead poisoning, in a painter, aged 36. One man is said to have 
died by " asphyxia, from gas in the engine-room." Three men 
were reported as frozen to death, on January 1st, 2d, and 18th. 
Other deaths were caused by exposure to cold, combined with in- 
temperance or disease. That of one child was reported as " mal- 
treatment by quack-doctress." Three suicides hanged themselves ; 
one took arsenic ; one suicide is reported to have been the second 
or third in the same family. One entry is that of the murder of 
a wife by her husband, and the next is that of the suicide of the 
husband, who is styled a widower of a quarter of an hour. 
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OCCUPATIONS. 



In our preliminary tables for 1857, we have shown the results 
in respect to occupations, as connected with the age at death, and 
also with the cause of death. The following table exhibits the 
average age at death, in a few of the more common occupations, 
for a period of five years and seven months. Ages under twenty 
years are not included in the calculations ; and it is believed that 
all the instances comprised in the computations for this table, 
were deaths of males. 



OCCUPATIONS. June Ist, 1852— Decbmbbr 318T, 1857. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Accoantants 
Blacksmiths. 
Batchers.... 
Carpenters.. 
Farmers.... 

Grocers 

Jewelers. . . . 
Laborers.... 
Machinists.. 



No. of cases. 


ATerage age 




at death. 


32 


37 87 


29 


50.62 


16 


47.19 


102 


50.35 


389 


65.10 


16 


55.44 


33 


32.76 


452 


42.88 


50 


36.26 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Manufacturers 

Mariners 

Masons 

Merchants 

Painters 

Professional men... 

Shoemakers 

Tailors 

Traders 




Arerage age 
at death. 

50.90 
47.06 
50.92 
5361 
45.03 
54.92 
53.97 
55.55 
50.59 



The term " laborer," represents, of course, very various sorts of 
occupation, dififering in the several parts of the State. In 1857, 
the average age at death of those reported as laborers, was about 
five years less in Providence city, than in the rest of the State. 
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APPENDIX. 

THE EEGISTMTION LAW OF EHODE ISLAND, 

REVISED STATUTES, TITLE XIV., CHAPTER 7e. 






Sectios 1. Tbe town clerks ot'tlic levcral towns, or in lien thereof, any per- 

a wtoai the board of aldermen of any citv, or the town council of any town may, 

upon the written recommondation of an authorized coKirolttea of the Rhode Island 

ledical Society, appoint for that pnrpoae, are hereby authorized and required to 

n, chroDologically record and indeic, as required by the forme presuribed by 

third Beotion of this chapter, all information concerning births, marriages and 

satha occurring among the inbabitanla of their reapectivo (owns ; and on or before 

the firat Monday of March, annually, to moke duly certified returns thereof to tbe 

secretary of state, for each year, ending on tbe thirty-first day of December, accom- 

ne with a list of those individuals required by law to make relnms 

them, who hriTe neglected tho same, and with such remarks relating lo Ibe object 

'the law as they may deem important to commnnJeale. 

Sko. 2. It Bhall be the duty of the secretary of state to receive the retoms made 
pursuance of the preceding section, and annually, with such assistance as shall 
rendered by any authorized committee of the Rhode Island Medical Society, to 
and publish, not exceeding one thousand copies, a general abstract and 
t thereof, in form as prescribed by section third of this chapter. Ue shall also 
said returns to be arranged, full alphabetical indexes of all the names lo be 
, the whole to be bound in convenient sized volumes, and carefully preserved 
his office, tor which he shall receive the sum of filty dollars. 

;. 3. The blank forms required to carry out the provisions of this chapter 
on application, be furnished by the secretary of state lo clergymen, phyri- 
undertakers, toTrn clerks, clerks of the society of Friends, and other persons 
-ing them, substantially alter the fallowing forms, viz : Tbe record of a tiirlh 
state the date and place of birlb, name and sex of the child, whether living or 
bom, the name and surname, color, occupation, residence and birth place of 
parents, and the time of recording, so for as the same can be ascertained. Tho 
a marriage shall state the data of the marringi!, place, name, residence, 
official station of the person by whoni married, names and aurnamps of the par- 
age, color, occupation and residence of each, condidon, (whether single or 
lowed,) what marriage, if second, third or other marriage, ihe occojiation, birth- 
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place and name of their parents, and the time of recording, so &r as the same can 
be ascertained. The record of deaths shall state the date of death, name and sur- 
name oi deceased, the sex, color and condition, (single or married,) age, occupation, 
place of death, place of birth, names and birth place of parents, disease or cause of 
death, and the time of recording, so far as can be ascertained. 

Of Marriages, 

Sec. 4. Every society of Friends, clergymen, and all others, authorized to join 
persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such rite performed by 
them, in manner and form aforesaid, and return the same on or before the second 
Monday of every month, for the last preceding month, to the clerk of the town in 
which such rite shall have been performed ; and no marriage shall be solemnized, 
until the parties shall have signed and delivered to the authority about to solemnize 
it, or to the clerk of a society of Friends, a certificate containing the information 
required for the record of a marriage, as prescribed in the third section of this 
chapter. 

Of Births. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the clerk of each of the towns, annually, in the 
month of January, to collect the facts required by section third of this chapter, in 
relation to all children born in the town during the year ending the thirty-first day 
of December next preceding, and for each full report of a birth so obtained, the 
clerk shall receive ten cents to be paid by the town in which the birth is recorded. 

Of Deaths. 
Sec. 6. Whenever any person shall die in the state, it shall be the duty of the 
physician attending in his or her last sickness, within forty-eight hours after the 
death, to leave with the family, if any, or persons having the care of the deceased, 
or to give to the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating 
the name of the deceased, the date of the death, and the disease or cause of death. 

Of Undertakers. 

Sec. 7. There may be appointed by the town authorities of every town, a suffi- 
cient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of the au- 
thorities. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the undertaker, or of the person who conducts a 
funeral, or who buries or deposits in a tomb the body of any deceased person, to 
obtain the facts required by section third of this chapter in relation to deaths, con- 
cerning such deceased person, together with the physician's certificate of the cause 
of death, if a physician was in attendance, and on or before the second Monday of 
the next succeeding month to make a return of the facts obtained, together with 
the physician's certificate, to the clerk of the town in which the death occurred. 

Sec. 9. Any town may enact municipal laws, more effectually to attain the 
objects herein contemplated : Provided^ they do not conflict with the main and 
specific object of this act, viz. : to secure the most perfect registration. 

Of Fees. 
Sec. 10. The town clerks or persons recommended and appointed as aforesaid, 
shall receive for each record of a birth or death, made and returned as required by 
law, ten cents ; and for each record of a marriage, made and returned as required 
by law, twenty cents ; to be paid to them out of their respective town treasuries : 
Provided, That the yearly compensation to be paid out of the town treasury as 
aforesaid, to any one town clerk or person appointed as aforesaid who shall fath 
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fully perform the duties prescribed by this chapter, shall not be less than five dollars. 
Undertakers and others making returns of deaths as required in section eight of this 
chapter, shall receive for each full report of a death made to the town clerk, five 
cents in the cities of Providence or Newport, and ten cents in the other towns of 
the state. 

Sec. 11. If any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk of any meet- 
ing of the society of Friends, or other person shall willfully neglect or refuse to per- 
form any of the duties imposed on, or required of him, by this chapter, he shall, at 
the discretion of the court or justice trying the cause, on conviction thereof, be 
fined not exceeding twenty dollars, for each offence, one-half thereof to the use of 
the town in which the offence shall occur, the other half to the person who shall 
complain of the same. 

Sec. 1 2. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no clergyman, 
physician, coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the society of Friends, neglects to make 
the returns specified in this chapter, each one shall cause his name and residence to 
be recorded in the clerk's office of the town where he resides. 

Sec. 13. No letters of administration or letters testamentary, shall be granted 
by any court of probate upon the effects or estate of any person, until the death of 
such person, or the facts from which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, 
as near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same may be duly registered 
according to the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 14. The said books or registers, or a certificate duly certified by the town 
clerk, or person appointed as aforesaid, as containing a full copy of the record of 
any marriage, birth or death, shall hereafter be admitted in any court in this state, 
^s prima facie proof of any marriage, birth or death. 

Sec. 15. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents shall be distinguished 
from those of residents in the returns, by being arranged separately. 

Sec. 16. The secretary of state may, from time to time, vary the forms of re- 
turns, and require such additional information as he may consider necessary, to 
effect the object of this chapter. 

Sec. 1 7. The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars annually, to be drawn for 
by the secretary of state, is appropriated out of the general treasury, to defray the 
expense incident to examining, collecting and arranging the registration returns, 
making the necessary tables and drawing up the report required by the second 
section of this chapter. 



NOTES ON THE SEVERAL TOWNS. 

Bristol County. Barrington sends excellent returns. Causes of death are 
stated in such a manner as makes it probable that they were not certified by attend- 
ing physicians. Returns from Bristol are always elegantly prepared and arranged, 
and are more full this year than formerly. In making up table of deaths, we used 
Mr. B. J. Munro's record, in connection with the town clerk's. Mr. M. states that 
the registry is better than ever before, and the record of births very accurate ; but 
the town clerk reported the causes of death, generally, as learned by inquiry fix)m 
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the families ; while Mr. M. obtained them from physicians. The town clerk makes 
consumption more prevalent in the town than Mr. M. does. Warren. — ^As here- 
tofore, records are well arranged. Birth-places of parents stated. The only defect 
is in causes of death, which are sometimes not stated, and sometimes yaguely given. 

KxNT County. Coventry sends very carefully pr^ared returns. The town 
clerk certifies them to be correct according to " the best of my knowledge, and ac- 
cording to the returns obtained." Some of the physicians entirely neglect their 
duty. The number of deaths reported is much smaller than the truth, and causes 
ar6 vaguely given, oflen not at all. East Greenwich. The record is very good, 
but the town clerk has &iled, in relying on the physicians for the returns of births, 
and in delaying to send in the record till long after the period fixed by law. Chris- 
tian names of children born, are more commonly stated than heretofore ; a very 
necessary point Twelve deaths ascribed to consumption, out of 81 with assigned 
causes ; undoubtedly too great a number. The apparent amount of consumption in 
different towns might be much lessened by careful certificates from physicians. 
West Greenwich. Returns much fuller than formerly, and every way good. This 
town is believed to be the most remarkable in the State for early marriages. Half 
of the eight brides in 1857, were under twenty; ages 14, 15, 16 and 19. Five 
deaths by old age. The improvement in registration in this town is as marked as 
in any place. Warwick. Returns are better than formerly. Deficiency in ages 
of persons married ; and in causes of death, many names of diseases being very in- 
correctly given, and many deaths having no assigned causes. Several events in- 
troduced which occurred in other years. 

Newport County. Fall River. This new town sends excellent returns, all 
the particulars being generally obtained, and facts well arranged. The foreign 
population seem to predominate more in this town than any other out of Provi- 
dence county. Jamestown. The town clerk writes that he has returned all mar- 
riages which took place in the town, since the law was enacted. For 1857, he has 
returned two deaths, and writes that three other persons died, all females, two with 
consumption, one with heart disease, as he is informed. He adds, *' it has been 
my invariable rule, whenever a birth or death occurs in this town, to either send 
a blank form to, or call on the family where it occurs." We wish other town clerks 
would be as attentive to their duties. Little Compton. Returns excellent in every 
respect. This town had an excellent registry from an early period of its history. 
Middletown, is another place which always gives good returns. It is refreshing to 
meet with the town clerk's elegant and careful manuscript. Newport city. The reg- 
istry of this city is very good, doing very great credit to the town clerk and his assist- 
ants. A letter from Mr. Marsh informs me that " the city clerk employed a man to 
go from house to house to collect the births and deaths, as we only had returns from 
one physician," [two.] We are much gratified to know that the city has passed an 
ordinance, very similar to that in Providence, which we published in the appendix 
to the fourth report ; and that this ordinance has so &r worked well. The under- 
takers are required to make returns of deaths monthly ; and statements of the 
deaths are published in the newspapers every month, as in Providence. The re- 
turn to the Secretary of State, for the year 1857, is arranged with great care. 
The births, arranged by wards, were as follows: Ward I., 51 ; II., 57; IH., 41 ; 
IV., 42; v., 86; at Asylum, 3; total, 280. Deaths: Ward 1., 35; II., 31; 
IIL, 28; IV., 85; V., 42 ; in Newport Asylum, 7 ; total, 178. New Shoreham 
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The clerk of this town persists m mutilating the eheeta of Hb returoB, or making 
out blanks (or himself. All hln returns have to he copied, at the Slate's expense, 
before they can be bound. For births he seems to have depended on physiuians. 
'Xhe particulars are generally well given. The moat common recorded occupation 
ia fisherman ; nearly as common, former. All marriages performed by irardena. 
PortamoMlh. Facts deficient in number. The town clerk relied too much on the 
pbysician for Iho births, which the phjeician has reported very well ; in many cases 
no christian names of the children are given. No deaths of foreigners. Portsmouth 
every year shows a large number of deaths ascribed to consumption ; tn I85T, G 
out of 1]. Are these so certified by physicians? This town is most deficient of any 
in the county, in registration. Therion has always sent good returns ; in this year, 
the only defective part, the record of causes of death, is improved ; though names 
of diseases are not always given clearly. 

ToWNBOP Pkovidknck Cocntt. Burrillvilie. Kegistradon much Mler than 
the year before; defective as to first names of children born, (only 21 in instated) 
and as to causes of death, (34 stated in S8.) A carefully prepared and well 
Arranged return. Cranston. Keturn elegant. Only important defect is in paren- 
tage of those who died. This column is meant to show the place of birth of the 
parents of the deceased person, The birth-record was obtained by actual inquiry 
over the town, and is a model return. Marriages perhaps deficient in number, 
Cumberland. Record would be improved if events were arranged by dates more 
completely. Swne births and deaths are entered twice, on account of inattention 
to this. The town was canvassed to obtain the births, and moat were collected in 
tiukt way. Foster. Return very perfect. Cloeester, Physicians appear to have 
been relied on to report births, mostly. Accordingly, nearly one-half have no 
christian names, greatly impairing the value of the record. A part of the list of 
births is exceedingly deficient, giving neither sex nor parentage ; a mere obstetric 
return of practice. Otherwise, the return is good, though the number of events is 
nuch smaller than belongs to a town of the size. Johnston. The same fault as to 
die mode of obtaining births. Almost alt are reported by a single physician. 
North Providence. The report does very great credit to the town clerk. Births 
were obtained by actual inquiry in all parts of the town and are very fully reported. 
In two caseij, the child is marked as ITth of the parents. Parentage of children ia 
Bometimes given incorrectly. Only deficiency in causes of death ; not slated in Bi 
out ot 19G. Names of diseases often incorrectly given. This return was one of the 
most laborious in the State, and yet was the first sent in to the Ikcrctary of State. 
Scituate. The most imperfect part of the record is in births ; entries scanty, and 
first names of children omitted in more than half the cases. Smitk_field. This very 
large town with no central village, has great difficulties in the way of a complete 
registration. A small portion only of the births and deaths, due to the population, 
is recorded. The town clerk writes : " with few exceptions, the facts in relation to 
births and deaths were collected by the collector of taxes, while going about tho 
town in the discharge of his official duties, and tho disease could not be ascertained. 
Probably not more than half tho number were collected. This town has not ap- 
pointed any person to act as undertaker ; and physicians do not make returns. £ 
have thought that if it were imperative upon the town council to appoint some per- 
soo or persons to collect the facts in relation to births and deaths, the returns would 
be much more complete." Of the 39 deaths reported by the town clerk, only 1 
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had causes assigned ; 9 other deaths were obtained from the Providence recordi 
and firom the writer's own practice. 

Proyidencs Citt. The City Registrar, Dr. Edwin M. Snow, still continuei 
to perform the duties corresponding to those of town clerks, in connection with the 
subject of registration. The returns are very full and complete. The third annual 
report of the City Registrar presents a summary of the results for 1857, which has 
aided us much in preparing this report. In addition to the usual very valuable 
tables and observations, it contains important tables on the subject of con sumption, 
analyzing the deaths by that disease for two years. It shows, by many different 
tests, that the year was unusually healthy in Providence. 

Washington County. Charlestoum. Returns as usual very good. Two 
deathsof persons of Indian descent, entered as black. Exeter. Sheets mutilated, 
needing to be copied at the expense of the State. In other respects, the town clerk 
shows great indifierence to the duties laid on him by the registration-law. He 
makes the registration-year end March Slst. A copy of the law may be found in 
the appendix of each Registration Report, or in the Revised Statutes. Hopkinton, 
The town clerk writes: " I have reported all the marriages and deaths that have 
been reported to me. It is my opinion that marriages have been pretty fully re- 
ported ; as to deaths, I am not sure that they all have been ; as to births, I believe 
that they are all reported, so far as I have been able to ascertain." We believe 
that the principal deficiency must be in deaths ; the number is very small for the 
population, and we have been told by a very intelligent patient from that town that 
several deaths occurred there in autumn, from diarrhoea or dysentery, under cir^ 
cumstances which made it probable that a mill pond or stream had an agency in 
producing them. Three such deaths are reported, two being sisters. The returns 
are well prepared, but would be improved by arranging the events according to 
dates. North Kingstown. The town clerk should remember that the object of reg- 
istration is to obtain a record of the births, marriages and deaths of each current 
year, not to explore the history of the past inhabitants. He has sent in a list of 
754 births, more than twice as many as are reported from any other town or city 
except Providence. But of these only 28 took place in the year 1857, — the only 
year which he is required to cover m his return, or entitled to fees for, under sec- 
tion 5th of the law. Several births are sent in, in the record << for the year ending 
December Slst, 1857," which took place in the last century 1 One occurred before 
the date of the Declaration of Independence. Others were in the year 1858. The 
marriages range from 1822 to 1858; the deaths from 1814 to 1858; he reports 94 
deaths, of which only 8 took place in the^year 1857. Of these 8, only one has a 
cause assigned. Does the town pay for such amateur investigations? South 
Kingstown reports no births, few deaths, of which the particulars are well given. 
Marriages well reported ; return written directly across on both sides, requiring to 
be copied. The town clerk writes that he was appointed to the office made 
vacant by the late clerk's resigning, in January, 1858. Richmond. A good return, 
well arranged and prepared, though scanty. Births collected from the parents. 
Westerly. Return well prepared, deficient mostly in number of deaths recorded. 
Almost all the births are reported by physicians ; many without christian names. 
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